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Fond Memories of The 
Playhouse Cinema and 
its Neighbourhood
By Maria Di Giandomenico

The Playhouse Cinema was the lung of the Italian 
community, especially for those living in the east 
end. It was much more than a building where people 
flocked to see Italian movies, or blockbusters like Ben 
Hur, in Italian. It was a meeting place for young and 
old, a place where romance blossomed and friendships 
were forged. But it was not the movie itself that was 
important; it was a way to reconnect with one's roots, 
one's culture by reliving it vicariously through the 
actors on that screen. Those images took us back to a 
land that, for various reasons, had to be given up. The 
sound of our native tongue, through dialogue and 
song, although it intensified the longing for our little 
corner of Italy, lessened its pain like a soothing balm, 
especially for those who were recent immigrants.

It was the age of great Italian cinema, with actors 
and producers like Fellini, Vittorio De Sica, Vittorio 
Gassman, Marcello Mastroianni, Totò, Alberto Sordi, 
Sophia Loren, Gina Lollobrigida, and so on. My 
favourite movies were the ones featuring Virna Lisi 
and Giacomo Rondinella, because his rendition of 
Neapolitan songs could make many hearts throb. 
However, his “Piccola Santa” song to a sweet Virna 
Lisi did not much impress my father, who didn't 
find her very saintly when the heroine found herself 
pregnant.

I do not remember how or why I began to work at 
the Playhouse. It was my very first part-time job on 
weekends, and as the “candy girl”, I sold treats and 
sugary pop to the customers while the ushers walked 
up and down the theatre during intermission selling 
refreshments to the same people they had previously 
escorted to vacant seats.

Working at The Playhouse was exciting and 
rewarding in many ways. It also helped me acquire 
some much needed confidence, especially when I 
became a cashier selling tickets to the same people 
every weekend. I was actually good at something, even 
if my English needed a lot of work. There was no till 
telling me how much the client owed, or how much I 
needed to give back; the calculations were done in my 
head, in Italian of course.

One day, a young man purchasing his ticket asked 
why I had put on makeup that day, adding that I 
did not need it! Of course I had noticed him, and 
of course I had put on makeup, hoping that he too 
would notice me, but his comment momentarily 
stopped any cerebral activity while all the blood 
rushed to my cheeks for everyone to see. He had 
noticed me after all. Did it lead to romance? Of course 
we were attracted to each other, but we both knew we 
were too young to be in a relationship. So we put up a 
facade: I helped him prepare for his Grade 13 Italian 
exam. He took me to my Graduation dance. Thus 
began a friendship that continues to this day, and I 
still use very little makeup, if any.

Romance also blossomed among us teenagers 
working at The Playhouse, and love triangles 
added a bit of spice and drama to our simple lives.  
Camaraderie spilled over into our daily routines, so I 
found myself walking to Cathedral Girls High School 
on Main and Wentworth, but on the way my friend 
and I would call upon Joe, one of the ushers, who 

would join us on his way to the Boys' school. Sadly, 
the ritual ended when he moved to California after 
grade 10. Eventually, we all went our separate ways, 
chasing our dreams through jobs, college, marriage, 
university. Time has not dimmed those memories, and 
I am always happy to hear that he is doing well.

The Playhouse was a lifeline for the Italian 
community. It brought us together in the Sherman/
Barton neighbourhood, a little piece of Italy with two 
grocery stores proudly run by the Silvestri and Viola 
families respectively. Roma Bakery spoiled us with 
good bread and delicious pizza, and they continue 
to do so from their Stoney Creek location. Bar Italia 
opened its doors to the Italian male population, and 
left those doors open so they could look at, and make 
comments to the blushing girls passing by.

Sicilia Bakery later on filled the air with the sweet 
aroma of their pastries, while Chester Pharmacy (Mr. 
Chester Cappone) diligently filled the prescriptions as 
scribbled down by Dr. Scime and Dr. Enio Ricci, all of 

Italian descent. Nusca, of course, made sure that the 
Italian male was properly and elegantly attired. As for 
us young ones, just a few meters from The Playhouse, 
music from Carlo's accordion made us want to dance 
on the sidewalk, encouraged by his beautiful sister 
Giovanna.

The Playhouse brought us together temporarily, 
but it could not hold us there. As their financial 
situations improved, people moved away from the very 
area that had given them hope and sustained them 
through close proximity to family and friends. The 
Playhouse itself closed its doors, no longer needed by 
new Canadians who were mastering a new language 
and integrating themselves in the fibres of their new 
country, but the memories linger.

Now that it has re-opened its doors, The Playhouse 
will inject new life into a beloved neighbourhood, and 
as in the past, romances and friendships will bloom 
within its protective walls.

 MORE MEMORIES OF THE PLAYHOUSE CINEMA ON PAGE SIX!
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MAKING OUR SCHOOLS THE BEST 
PLACES TO LEARN
BY CHRIS PARKINSON

Students are back from March 
Break, and spring is here! This was a 
long winter, with many snow days; I 
sympathize with parents who have had 
to adjust schedules, find alternative 
child care, and who have been 
inconvenienced when schools have 
closed for student and staff safety. We 
will be re-examining our inclement 
weather policy next year, but I support 
the Director’s decisions to close when 
prudent. I also appreciate your patience 
with snow removal delays. Hopefully 
we’ve worked out some bugs this year!

Construction on the new Bernie 
Custis Secondary School (BCSS) 
continues on time and on budget. 
How exciting is it that Hamilton will 
be hosting the Grey Cup right in front 
of our new high school and Prince of 
Wales (PoW) elementary! There are so 
many opportunities to work together to 
showcase Bernie Custis and PoW to the 
country. We have some time to do this 
right and let our students shine on a 
national stage.

 

In discussions with the BCSS transition 
team, community partners, and 
parents, I am working to put the school, 
and the students, on a path to making 
them environmental leaders. The new 
school has an industrial kitchen and 
there will be a hospitality stream for 
interested students. I propose we try 
to build partnerships with area grocers 
and public agencies to develop a model 
of community service for nutritious 
food preparation and security that 
could serve as a model.

I’d also like to see cycling promoted 
and rewarded at BCSS. We have bike 
lanes and we need to get 1,250 students 
to school safely and on time from 
the east and from the west, including 
during disruptions such as construction 
leading up to – and all the activities 
during – the Grey Cup, not to mention 
construction of the LRT or other 
infrastructure projects. Students cycling 
means less cars on the road. Hamilton 
needs world-class transit and we need 
to promote all forms of transportation. 
I invite students, parents, and our 

community 
to share ideas 
for promoting 
and rewarding 
cycling at 
BCSS. I’m 
actively 
working on 
safe, secure 
bicycle storage 
at the new 
school.

This 
generation of 
students will 
need to solve 
a lot of problems. It is my hope that our 
new school will produce young adults 
with the dreams and skills to create a 
healthier, more prosperous city. If you 
share this dream, please reach out and 
let’s discuss how we make this a reality.

These next years will pose challenges 
with cuts to education. Trustees are 
already fighting increased class sizes and 
cuts to autism support. We will need 
to do more with less. But I’m hopeful. 

The Sherman Hub is a community that 
comes together to help. I’m proud and 
excited to bring BCSS, our elementary 
schools, and our community together.

I look forward to hearing your ideas, 
your dreams for your children, and 
solutons for how we can work together 
to make all of our schools the best 
places to learn.
Chris Parkinson is the HWDSB Trustee for 
Ward 3

You Make a Living by 
What You Get; You 
Make a Life by What 
You Give
BY PAIGE MCISAAC, WITH LISA OBIREK

L’Arche Hamilton has had a long 
history of building relationships in our 
community.

L’Arche is a community where 
people with or without intellectual 
disabilities share life together, located in 
the Sherman Hub neighbourhoods! As 
a community, we often have volunteers 
and assistants come to L’Arche because 
they want to help, however they soon 
find that they are the ones being helped 
and are taught important life lessons 
by core members (individuals with 
disabilities who are at the core of the 
community). We have been fortunate 
to have many Community Friends and 
volunteers who are important parts of 
our fabric and have gifted us with their 

talents, friendship, and love.
Lisa Obirek has been part of our 

Creative Hands Studio within our Day 
Program for almost two years as an 
Art Therapy Student with the Toronto 
Art Therapy Institute. We have been 
absolutely amazed with her dedication, 
deep appreciation of the community, 
how she engages core member artists 
and expands our horizons, and most 
importantly: her friendship. We 
interviewed Lisa to get to know more 
about her journey in L’Arche.
Who inspires you at L’Arche?

Kara [Core Member Artist at 
L’Arche Hamilton]. She is really brave, 
she tries a lot of new things. Kara’s 
growth has been incredible to witness. 

She is careful with her heart and also 
brave. Artistically, she is amazing! 
When I first met her, she had done 
little bits of artwork. She has been bold 
to expand and trust herself and she has 
grown. She stands up for herself and I 
am inspired by that.
What is one of the most important 
things you have learned while you 
have been a part of L’Arche?

One of the most important lessons 
I have learned is the healing potential 
that comes with trusting the moment 
and accepting spontaneous changes 
that need to happen. Being open to 
constant change is the bedrock for 
healing and for creating friendships.
How has being a volunteer with 
L’Arche been transformational?

The L’Arche environment has been 
endlessly welcoming. My relationships 
with Mandy, David C., Mike M., 
and Phil have challenged a lot of the 
preconceived ideas of what therapy and 
healing looks like to me. I’m happy 
here. When David asks me, ‘How are 
ya kid?’ and tugs at my nose, it makes 
me smile. I could be going through a 
difficult issue personally but coming 
in to the Day Program puts it all into 
perspective. 

I have been extremely inspired 
artistically. Part of my work requires 
me to write reports, and sometimes, 
artistically, the work can be 
overwhelming, but when I reflect 
on my written work, it reveals a lot. 
David has expanded enormously from 
drawing tulips to abstract works putting 

tons of pink and red together, side by 
side, and this pushes me, artistically, to 
try new colours and ideas. There is so 
much to be revealed. Volunteering has 
been a rewarding experience.

At L’Arche, we’re always looking for 
Community Friends and volunteers. 
If you are interested in getting to 
know our community, we are always 
looking for handy people, gardeners, 
musicians, artists, friends and more. 
Please connect with Paige at paige@
larchehamilton.org or 905 312 0162 
x224.
Paige McIsaac works in Community 
Relations and is a Volunteer Coordinator 
at L’Arche

HWDSB

L’ARCHE
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The Sherman Hub News is a volunteer-run bi-monthly publication delivered 
to homes and businesses in the Hamilton neighbourhoods of Stipley, Blakely, 
Gibson, and St. Clair: between Wentworth and Gage,from the escarpment to 

the CN tracks North of Barton. 

•
To place an ad in the Sherman Hub News, please send an email to  

shermanhubnews.advertising@gmail.com.
•

If you would like to volunteer with the Hub News or contribute content to 
the paper, please contact us at shermanhubnews@gmail.com. 

We would love to have your help. 

CHIEF PHILOSOPHY OFFICER: GREG READER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: MEL WALTHER

MANAGING EDITOR: LESLEY COOKE
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Cooke, Danielle Dingle, Sara Falconer, Duncan & Beckey Fehst, Carrey Gillard, 

Sara Horvath, John Huculiak, Kelly Lariviere, Paige MacIsaac, Jeffrey Malley, 
Melissa McQueen, Terry Mote, Susan Neudorf, James Novak, Bill Parkes, Roy 
Pike, Alice Plug-Buist, Liam Rattray, Greg Reader, Helen Reader, Dan Ruiter, 
Olga Shestakovska, Denise Saunders, Pina Serrani, Kathleen Slofstra, Jennifer 

Street, Deb Stringer, Chez Therien, Corin Thompson, Karan Van Patter, Biljana 
Vasilevska, Jocelynn Vieira, Micayla Vranic, Ashlee White

 
Contributors 

Candy Venning
Lynn Watkins
Sadie Wolfe

Anthony Perri
Christopher Wilson

Jean Kerley
Chris Parkinson

Pip Kummel
Maria Di Giandomenico

Zooey Saurus

Sadie Wolfe
Paige McIsaac
Filipp Pankov
Darin Martin

Shiona Mackenzie
Nrinder Nann

Bob Wood
Eihab Boraie

Patty Clydesdale

Sherman Hub 
Community Group
MEETINGS
Tim Hortons Field, Premium Entrance, 2nd floor, Media Court Community 
Room. 64 Melrose Avenue North 

MONDAY, MAY 6, 7:00 - 9:00 PM
A transportation theme at our May meeting.  Let’s talk about cars and trucks and 
bikes and trains, one way streets and safety projects. Enjoy coffee and snacks! Free 
parking - everyone welcome. Free childcare provided.

MONDAY, JUNE 10, 7:00 - 9:00 PM
An education and learning theme.  Our regular ‘first Monday’ delayed one week 
this month to make room for professional soccer.  Enjoy coffee and light snacks.  
Free parking - everyone welcome.  Free childcare provided.

Facebook “the Sherman Hub” 

OH, HELLO

Welcome back to the Sherman Hub 
News. Sorry that we’ve been away for a 
bit (some things came up). We’re back 
on track now and ready to publish 
regularly again.

A reminder: We are always looking for 
new writers and content - we welcome 
contributions from all members of 
our communities. Please get in touch 
if you have a local story to share, or 
want to volunteer and get involved: 
shermanhubnews@gmail.com. 

Enthusiastic local cyclists head off to Cycle Hamilton’s AGM
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BY PATTY CLYDESDALE

It’s just good design.
When the new recreation centre 

was announced to be built in our 
neighbourhood, my spouse and I were 
thankful that the City welcomed us 
to share our ideas. The community 
was invited to Prince of Wales School 
to engage with each other and bring 
forth ideas for the types of spaces and 
programs to be incorporated. This type 
of gathering is what’s called a public 
consultation workshop, which is held 
near the beginning of the programming 
stage of a design and construction 
project, and can be an extremely 
powerful and meaningful design tool 
if the stakeholders (in this case, the 
City), the architect, and other groups 
are genuinely interested in hearing what 
the community has to say.

You see, a public consultation is a 
requirement of any government funded 
project of this nature. If the architect 
and stakeholders truly believe in the 
value of the consultation process, they 
are not simply checking off another box 
in the numerous boxes that need to 
be checked along the continuum of a 
project. Valuable input from members 
of the community can be collected, 
analyzed, and synthesized toward a very 
successful project. This ensures that the 
program will not only meet, but exceed 
the needs of the community. 

After being divided into multiple 
small groups, facilitators began to 
question residents on what they would 
like included in the new centre. At 
the time, I understood that the centre 
would be for the exclusive use of seniors 
in the neighbourhood; a much needed 
space for recreation, support and social 
activity that was sorely lacking for the 

number of baby boomers entering their 
zoomer years. It became quite clear 
to me, however, that the community 
members who’d come out that night 
were interested in a centre that was 
open to all generations. 

Many community members 
expressed unease about removing the 
hockey arena, especially with the ball 
fields succumbing to the new high 
school being built on those lands. It was 
voiced that the loss of a hockey venue 
and ball field would be detrimental 
to the youth in the neighbourhood; 
where would they go? A senior voiced a 
desire for an indoor walking track and 
social gathering spaces to play bridge. 
Another participant wanted a warm 
pool that was accessible for all abilities, 
a young adult asked for adult fitness 
programming, a child requested an 
outdoor ice rink, a mother requested 
youth programming and activities, a 
safe haven for young people to hang 
out and express themselves, art classes, 
pottery classes… the list went on and 
on.

I left that night thinking, if the 
architect and the City are really 
listening, they will hear that the 
community members weren’t interested 
in a centre that would be for the sole 
use of seniors; they were interested in 
and in need of a well designed place 
that they could call their own, that they 
could be proud of, one which responds 
to the needs of all generations.

I watched as the building was 
constructed, hoping that the architect 
from Toronto (MJMA) would do 
our community justice. It was made 
clear to me when the massing of the 
building grew, and the fenestrations of 

the building were articulated, that the 
building was going to be well designed. 
It appeared to orient toward the 

north, connecting with the new school 
under construction, and reaching 
for the stadium and the marketplace 
that would connect these two new 
iconic edifices. I would often walk by 
the building in the fall of 2018 as it 
reached its final stages of construction. 
I remember taking a walk one dark 
cold night, just to see the progress. 
The warmth from within beckoned me 

to peek through the windows. I saw 
inside a generous communal space, a 
bright and fresh new gymnasium with 

a walking track above, and high above 
that, a beautifully crafted geometric 
wood patterned ceiling. I wanted 
desperately to explore the building’s 
interior. 

The first time I walked into the 
building, I instantly felt warmth. I 
was comfortable, and at ease with 
the volumes and massing inside. 
The architect applied restraint, using 

Bernie Morelli Recreation Centre
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BY ZOOEY SAURUS

convincing natural biophilic elements 
such as wood, and stone look materials 
in all the major interior spaces. The 
new pool is inviting, with natural light 
that pours in through the tall slivers of 
glazing, allowing the bather to bask in 
the sun’s warming rays.

I spoke with some members of the 
community to learn what they think of 
the new centre. Dane Rowsell, a father 
of two attending the open family swim, 
spoke about what he liked about the 
centre and its architecture:

“I think it’s great. It’s nice 
having a rec centre so close in our 
neighbourhood. The swimming pool is 
great. The kids love it. It’s nice to have 
all the different classes, the swimming 
lessons they offer. The open gym is 
great. The skating rink, although we 
didn’t get to use it much this year 
because it was opened late, is going 
to be a great addition next year. The 
architecture is modern and clean - I like 
the grey and white colours. It makes me 
feel relaxed. It’s a calming setting.”

Kathryn Lee and her son Mac of 
Fairleigh Crescent were checking out 

the new gym when I happened upon 
them and asked a few questions:

“We’ve only used the pool, but 
we love it. It’s great for families with 
little kids because of the depth of the 
pool, which is nice and bright. There 
are a few pools in the city that have 
nice bright pools and it just makes 
such a difference in your experience 
as opposed to pools without windows. 
My husband and I commented on the 
ceiling, how beautiful it was - it must 
have been quite the expense, but it’s 
a lovely feature. It feels so lofty and 
natural. It’s just really beautiful!”

When asked how the centre makes 
her feel, Kathryn smiles.

“It’s very bright, very open, and 
welcoming. It’s a lovely space. I love 
the café they set up. It’s a unique 
community space for a rec centre and 
is something that Hamilton could use 
more of - places for community to come 
together. It’s nice that they have party 
spaces here, and a lot of different ways 
to use the facility. I love the indoor 
walking track, especially with all the 
windows around it. It’s accessible to 

everybody. It’s a beautiful space- they 
did a really wonderful job.”

When asked how she thinks the Rec 
Centre fits with the community and 
what impact she thinks the centre will 
have on the neighbourhood, she smiles 
again.

“I know it’s already a very popular 
choice”, she says, laughing, “I know 
all my community moms like Bernie 
Morelli Camp, and Bernie Morelli 
March Break. It’s a very popular spot. 
When everything is new, it’s always 
novel, but I think beyond the fact 
that it’s new, it’s just so bright and 
welcoming. It just feels like a space for 
everyone to feel comfortable in.”

On many an evening, several youths 
can be seen enjoying the community 
lounge furniture, hanging out and 
having fun. I returned one evening 
and approached a group of teens. After 
his friends nominate him to speak on 
behalf of the group, I asked a Grade 8 
Prince of Wales student what the centre 
meant to him:

“It’s a place to hang out, have fun 
and be who you want to be. It’s an 

accepting place, I come here every 
day. I come here to do basketball and 
I’ve gone to the youth room. It has air 
hockey and games”.

I was disappointed not to see any 
seniors around on the many visits 
I’d had, however, a staff member 
kindly reminded me that the seniors 
programming was mostly during the 
week day. I was assured by staff that 
there are lots of seniors enjoying the 
pool, and the number of programs on 
offer for them.

I’m ecstatic to have a public building 
realised in our neighbourhood with 
good form, function and good design. 
I look forward to and hope for more 
good design in our neighbourhood. 
The Bernie Morelli Centre has set 
the bar for future public buildings in 
Hamilton.

Patty Clydesdale is a Stipley 
neighbourhood resident. She’s also a Director 
and Interior Designer (ARIDO) with a local 
architecture firm.

My Life 
at the Rec 
Centre

I am eight years old and I live close 
to the new recreation centre. I really 
like it because there are two pools. 
One pool for grown-ups and one pool 
for kids. Both pools are really nice. 
I’ve tested out both pools and they’re 
really good to swim in. I have lessons 
at the kids pool and I really like going 
there even though my lesson only 
lasts 30 minutes. It’s fun so I want the 
lessons to be longer. We play games 
like red light - yellow light - green light. 
Sometimes we stand beside the pool 

and when the instructor says your 
favourite thing - like favourite subject in 
school; favourite thing to eat; and your 
favourite colour, we jump in the pool. 

There is also a basketball court 
and a runners court just above the 
basketball court. I haven’t been in them 
but I really want to try out that place. 
There are tables on the first floor and 
the second floor to sit back and have 
snacks. There is a skating court that 
is doughnut shapes. And there’s trees 
right around the skating court. In a year 

probably I will go skate on it when it is 
cold again. 
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THE PLAYHOUSE CINEMA:
A Cultural, Film and Musical Icon
BY PATTY CLYDESDALE

A 
s I arrived at the 
Playhouse Theatre, 
I happened upon 
a very stylish man 
attempting to open 

the locked cinema doors. We had 
both arrived a bit too early. With kind 
eyes and a beautiful smile, he told me 
he was at the cinema to talk about 
the Trumpolino, and I realized that 
standing before me was one of the 
gentlemen I had come to meet, Pat 
DiCaria. 

“I, too, am here to talk about the 
Trumpolino!” I said, introducing 
myself. Just then, we were greeted by 
one of the Playhouse Cinema Owners, 
Jacob Tutt. Jacob very graciously agreed 
to open the Playhouse early, so the 
gentlemen and I could explore the 
cinema and talk about what it was 
like to attend the cinema, live in the 
neighbourhood and discuss an event 
that binds some old friends together: 
The Trumpolino. 

As we walked inside, Pat immediately 
began to describe the differences 
between the now-refurbished cinema 
and that of his boyhood days. 

Back then, there was an office on 
one side of the entrance, and a candy 
store on the other, and the marquee 
sign was different - it was rounder. 
There was no concession stand at the 
end of the entrance corridor - just 
curtains, and through them, the 
blackness of the theatre itself, “The 
back rows were right here!” Pat said. 

Jacob explained that the theatre was 
retrofitted for accessibility. A platform 
was created to allow for a concession 
area, a barrier-free washroom, and a 
barrier-free seating area in the theatre 
itself. 

We continued into the theatre so Pat 
could see it while we waited for others 
to arrive. Within the next few minutes, 

Al (Ciccotti) Ross, Tony and Joe Perri, 
and Janet and Larry Di Ianni arrived - 
and that’s when the fun began.

The people with whom I met that 
day grew up in the Sherman and 
Barton Area. They were among the 
thousands of children who either came 
to Canada with their families, or were 
born in Canada to Italian families 
who immigrated from southern Italy 
after World War II. I would soon learn 
that the Playhouse was  the epicentre 
for culture and community in the 
neighbourhood for many of these 
Italian families.

Pat Dicaria remembers paying 25 
cents to get into the cinema, for which 
you could stay all day, often taking in 
multiple shows. 

Larry Di Ianni went to the cinema 
with his father and brother. “Dad used 
to take my brother and I every Saturday 
or Sunday to see Italian movies.” It’s 
how he learned to properly speak 
Italian; he was immersed in it every 
weekend. “Then, when I was older, I 
used to bring my girlfriend and we’d 
sit right here” he says with a cheeky 
grin, pointing to a chair. Then, more 
seriously, “Having exposure to the 
proper language reinforced it for us.” 
Looking around at the renovated space, 
he adds, “What a great job they did 
here! It’s almost emotional.”

Pat and Larry were neighbours on 
Cannon Street. They recall some of 
the ways that neighbours took care 
of one another. When Pat moved in, 
Larry was the one who took him to 
register for Scott Park. “This was our 
neighbourhood,” Larry says, “This 
cinema, the bootlegger next door, the 
police station across the street, St. 
Anthony’s church down the street - this 
is where we grew up. We all went to the 
same school at St. Ann’s.” 

Pat says, “But I’m much younger!” 

It’s true. Tony, Al, Joe and Larry are 
of the same “vintage”. Janet’s family 
lived next door to Joe and Tony Perri. 
Janet laments, “Tony would tease me 
mercilessly!” 

The group sees each other fairly 
regularly. “The kids who I grew up with 
here, many have gone on to do some 
great things, and are contributors. Now, 
some are scattered, but once in awhile, 
we connect.” says Larry.

The group looks around the cinema, 
and an argument breaks out about who 
the manager was at the time. Armando, 
maybe? There were curtains that would 
open - they were bright red, and the 
first thing that would come on were 
cartoons, says one of them.

Joe worked at the Playhouse Cinema 
as a teen, running concessions up and 
down the aisle. Tony says, “I can picture 
you walking up and down - you know 
- that big thing in the front, strapped 
around your neck”. Joe sold Coke, 
Orange, and candies. He confirms he 
sold no cigarettes though, and says, 
”We used to buy the Orange syrup. 
One bottle would make 10 gallons of 
soda. It was all sugar - and we’d sell it 
for 5 cents.”

Suddenly, another argument 
breaks out; this time about who had 
the best Boston Cream Pie in the 
neighbourhood, and another story 
unfolds: two of the boys would walk 
to church together. One would go to 
church, the other would stop at the 
corner variety store, slip a comic under 
his jacket, and then continue on to 
church. After church (and with the 
comic read), the boy would stop by the 
store again and return it. The other 
says, “I prayed for you!”

The discussion returns to 
movies. Joe tells us of when the Ten 
Commandments (dubbed in Italian) 
came to the Playhouse. It packed the 

place. “There were lineups around the 
bank at the corner of Sherman and 
along Barton.” As a small community 
where everyone knew you, Joe would 
be harassed and bribed with money 
to guarantee tickets for those in line, 
“People were clawing over each other 
just to get in. We’d have to fight these 
people who were fighting each other. 
They’d know the manager. They’d 
know who sold the tickets. Everybody 
knew everybody. They’d stop, try to give 
you money, and say here - get me the 
tickets.”

Terrance Odette, one of the 
founders of the newly refurbished 
cinema, joins in the conversation. He 
raises the point that the Playhouse 
played most of the movies that would 
be considered the canon of film, a lot of 
the “great films of the 20th century,” the 
likes of Di Sica, Antonioni and Fellini. 
It was noted that a good chunk of them 
were dubbed in Italian, and that there 
were lots of Prima Visioni (first seen) 
movies as well. Major blockbusters such 
as Spartacus, Ben Hur also played at the 
Playhouse. Later, The Playhouse began 
to show film influenced by the sexual 
revolution, such as Tarzana – The Wild 
Woman (1969).

A number of major Italian actors 
and actresses, and some Hollywood 
actors and actresses graced the 
Playhouse in person. The group begin 
to rattle them off: Jayne Mansfield, 
Sophia Loren, Toto - The Prince of 
Laughter, the “Charlie Chaplin” of 
Italy, and Chesty Morgan, a Polish 
American Burlesque dancer.

Often, after the last show ended 
at 11:30pm, the Playhouse would 
remain open with live concerts well 
into the early morning hours. The 
local coffee shop, the Caprizio, would 
stay open until 4am. Music took over 
The Playhouse, hosting not only local 

As the Playhouse 
Cinema finds new life, 
Patty Clydesdale waxes 
nostalgic with those 
who remember it from 
days gone by...
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talent, but also some of the most iconic 
Italian singers of the day; Giacomo 
Rondinella, Luciano Tajoli, Rita 
Pavone, Claudio Vila, and Albano. 
“Claudio Vila - you say that name to an 
old timer, and their eyes will tear up,” 
says Tony Perri.

Alberto, whose performance name 
is Al Ross, is a successful Elvis tribute 
singer who performs internationally. “I 
got my start here. I opened for one of 
my idols, Enrico Farina.” An Italian-
Canadian singer, considered to be the 
golden voice of Italy (www.enricofarina.
com).

In 1969, Emilio Mascia was manager 
of the Playhouse Cinema, and brought 
in many artists of the day. Mascia went 
on to have a tremendously successful 
career in radio, music and television.

Every year, the Playhouse Theatre 
hosted the Trumpolino Talent Show, 
which was the Italian-Canadian 
equivalent to “American Idol,” 
garnering full houses for all three 
nights of the show. Rita Chiarelli, a 
renowned blues singer from Hamilton, 
got her start at the Trumpolino. She’s 
a musician, singer-songwriter and 
filmmaker, who has won a Juno and 
four Juno nominations for her work. 
“People would sit in the aisles and 
walkways,” Al says, “it was iconic.” It 
was so popular that the fire department 
showed up one year, and then after 
that, the show’s audience was scaled 
back. Over time, new fire exits were 
provided.

The Trumpolino has the most 
meaning and holds the most nostalgia 
for most of this group. Alberto met his 
wife Liliana at the Trumpolino, and got 
his start at the Playhouse, winning first 
place in the talent show singing a song 
by Little Tony, an Italian pop crooner, 
and its styling influenced by Elvis. Pat 
came in second, singing Simple Simon, 
and Tony Perri came in third, singing 
an original song.

I coax Tony to sing a little verse or 
two for us all. He sings it in Italian, 
which he claims was a great feat, 
considering his Italian wasn’t that great 
at the time. He sings it again in English:

Look out the window
Tell me what you see
I see Peter, Paul and Little Diane.. 

(Janet’s little Sister)
Each of them sing a snippet of their 

songs from the Trumpolino, ending 
with Al Ross. “This is why he came in 
first! He’s still got the chops!” says Tony. 
“But I was the only one with an original 
song!”

The judges were not known to the 
talent until the end of the three days, 
when the winners were announced. 
The judging panel was made up of 
noted musicians, music teachers, and 
other industry people. Sylvio Camilieri, 
an accordionist/pianist/organist/
arranger/composer and conductor, 
who “was the first in Hamilton to 
use an accordibox (an accordion that 
sounds like an organ)” was one of 
the judges, recalls Tony. Pat tried out 
twice; the first time, he was told he 
needed to develop more, so he returned 
for second prize the next year with 
Tony and Al. All three still have their 
trophies, almost 50 years later. Pat’s 
needs a bit of glue, and is holding up 
remarkably well.

Italians came from all over to attend 

the Playhouse Cinema until the late 
70s. Larry says, “up until then, Barton 
Street was a hive of activity with shops, 
businesses, 
professionals - it 
was the heyday 
of Hamilton’s 
renaissance.”

“Sherman 
and Barton was 
the Sunset Blvd 
of Hamilton. 
There was a 
certain kind of 
harmony here 
back then, a 
familiarity,” says 
Al Ross. Joe 
nods his head 
in agreement, 
“You’d be 
walking along 
Barton Street 
until 1am.”

“The Trumpolino gave people a 
chance to be discovered,” says Pat.

WHO’S WHO?
Alberto Ciccotti, known as Al Ross

In the late 60s, after winning the 
Trumpolino, 
Al moved on to 
join a Blood, 
Sweat and Tears 
cover band 
called Young. 
Al moved to 
Toronto, and 
recorded some 
original material 
as a R&B artist. 
Rita Chiarelli’s 
brother Frank 
Rondell 
recorded Al 
singing “My 
Way”, and 
played it back to 
him. “Tribute 
bands were 
becoming really 

big at the end of the 80’s”, says Al. By 
the 90s, he was travelling the world as 

an Elvis tribute singer, and continues 
to this day. “He won the Collingwood. 
How can you beat that?”, says Tony 
Perri. Al’s tributes can be viewed on 
YouTube.
Pat DiCaria

After the Trumpolino, Pat had his 
own band before joining a rock band 
called Vehicle. While with Vehicle, 
he recorded an album. Pat went on to 
own a successful hair salon, hosting 
fashion shows, and is a well known 
fundraiser in Hamilton for a number of 
organisations and charities.
Larry (Renzo Pasquale) Di Ianni

Larry grew up in the Sherman-
Barton neighbourhood, and became 
an educator and a principal with the 
Hamilton Wentworth Catholic District 
School Board. He self-deprecatingly 
claims to have no musical talent, so 
he entered politics. Larry is former 
Councillor and former Mayor of the 
City of Hamilton, former Councillor 
of pre-amalgamation Stoney Creek, 
and is a talk show host for Cable 14’s 
Hamilton Talks. “The Sherman Barton 
neighbourhood is where my roots are, 
where I was formed. Where I learned to 
love and contribute to my community,” 
says Larry.
Tony Perri

Tony started his first band in grade 
9, playing bass guitar at school dances. 
Music was put on hold to attend 
university. After his schooling was 
completed, Tony started a wedding 
band called Stardust, gigging at 
weddings and bars for almost 20 
years. He later became involved in 
the disc jockey business.  He’s been a 
lifelong entrepreneur and hard worker 
over the years, having spent time as 
a project coordinator with Stelco, a 
plant manager with a meat company, 
to Student Activities Commissioner 
at McMaster University and running 
a restaurant/bar on Main St West in 
Hamilton. In his forties, Tony returned 
to school to get his teaching degree, and 
became a high school teacher. Tony is 
currently Ward 3 and 4 Trustee with 
the Hamilton Wentworth Catholic 
District School Board.
Joe Perri

After working at the Playhouse 
Cinema, Joe started his own hair salon 
business at the age of 17. In 1970, 
Joe moved to California for love, “my 
wife of 52 years!” he says proudly, 
with whom he has 3 kids and 6 
grandkids. After moving to California, 
Joe worked with the Ford Motor 
Company, revitalising underperforming 
dealerships. After a successful career, 
he’s now retired and enjoying life!

Patty Clydesdale is a Stipley neighbourhood 
resident. She’s also a Director and 
Interior Designer (ARIDO) with a local 
architecture firm.

Al Ross Liliana Ciccotti

THANK YOU to everyone who helped 
make this story possible: Tony Perri, 
Joe Perri, Al Ross (Alberto), Pat 
Dicaria, Larry Di Ianni and Janet Di 
Ianni, Terrance Odette, and Jacob Tutt.

The Playhouse Cinema is located at 177 
Sherman Ave. North. More information, 
including upcoming showtimes can be 
found at: www.playhousecinema.ca

Al Ross and Larry Di Ianni

Janet Di Ianni

Joe and Tony Perri

Pat DiCaria
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BUILDING HAPPY PLACE 
TOGETHER
BY SADIE WOLFE

As spring reminds us of the beauty 
all around us, may it also remind us 
of the beauty within. May is Mental 
Health Awareness month, and mental 
health affects everyone personally.

I have shared my story of mental 
illness many times – one where I lost 
everything. In 2015 I lost my job, my 
partner, my home, and my autonomy 
because my manic episode went 
undetected until I was hospitalized, 
where I received a diagnosis of Bipolar 
Disorder. In addition to these losses, 
I also lost my sense of identity. How 
could I continue to build a successful 
life with such a profound interruption? 
The truth is, I couldn’t. I could no 
longer continue to work long hours, 
to network multiple times a week, 
or volunteer every spare moment I 
had. This path changed when I had 
a manic episode, as did my idea of 
success. Success to me these days means 
wellness.

When I experienced symptoms of 
mental illness, I thought it robbed 
me of my identity. When I became an 
outpatient, a time when I experienced 
a severe depressive episode, I had to 
reconcile my identity, incorporating my 
idea of who I thought I was with what 
I had become: a person with mental 
illness. It wasn’t easy. I had to remind 
myself that I was the same person I was 
before my diagnosis, I still came from a 
small town, I still had a loving family, 
and I still had my experiences and 
education.

Two months after being discharged 
from the hospital, still depressed, I 
found full time employment. This 
was important to me as a homeowner 
because I have responsibilities and 
a strong desire to have a purpose: a 
reason to wake up in the morning. It 
felt great to be contributing to society 
again; however, my top priority became 
my mental health. I searched “bipolar 
and Hamilton” online and Mood 
Menders was the first resource I came 
across. 

As my search continued I found 
many resources including those 
offered by the Mental Health Rights 
Coalition, the Canadian Mental 
Health Association, and The LOST 
Organization. A commonality between 
these resources is that their support is 
offered during the day. I was still feeling 
the affects of shame and self-stigma, 
isolation and fear. I wanted desperately 
to connect with other people who could 
relate to the traumatic experience I had 
gone through, and who desired wellness 
– so, I decided to find my tribe.

It started with a few emails and some 
posters, and I’m proud to say that in 
November 2017 the first BADSupport 
meeting took place. BADSupport 
originally stood for Bipolar, Anxiety, 
and/or Depression; it is a peer support 
group for people managing mental 
illness, mood disorders and/or anxiety. 
We meet the last Wednesday of each 
month from 6:00PM-7:00PM at 541 
Eatery & Exchange at the large table in 

the centre of the café. We meet at 541 
to take up space and be visible, talking 
about our lifestyle of managing mental 
illness openly, and in a public space as 
a proclamation that mental illness is 
nothing to be ashamed of.

Sometimes BADSupport is an 
open forum where we discuss general 
topics that support wellness; however, 
I also enjoy organizing themes such 
as when I invited Liz Enriquez of 
Ambitious Adulting to talk about 
money management and financial 
literacy in December of 2018. Or when 
Rachael Finnerty-Hauser and Annilee 
Baron, music therapists of Ontario 
Music Therapy Academy came with 
instruments to discuss the value of 
music therapy during March 2019, 
which is Music Therapy Awareness 
Month.

Since being discharged from the 
hospital, I have worked hard on 
educating myself about mental illness 
and mental health. On January 21, 
2018, I became certified in Mental 
Health First Aid and on September 10, 
2018, I became certified in safeTALK 
– a suicide alertness training course. In 
September 2019, I joined the board of 
directors for the Mental Health Rights 
Coalition (MHRC) and I am presently 
enrolled in their 18-week Peer Support 
Training Course. 

Ayesha Siddiqi, Editor in Chief of 
the New Inquiry, once wrote, “be the 
person you needed when you were 
younger.” This quote resonates with me 

because I have personally experienced 
the gap in services for people who 
are returning to the community from 
hospital care, which inspires me to seek 
out as many resources as I can to share 
with people to help that transition and 
identity reconstruction.

My project for the past year has 
been developing Happy Place, a mental 
health resource network for people 
looking to develop and maintain good 
mental health habits in Hamilton. 
This will be a website with a calendar 
of mental health resources being 
offered throughout the city – and I 
need your help. Presently the website, 
www.happyplacehamilton.com, has 
my blog about my monthly lifestyle 
experiments called Healthy Habits. 
My research continues, and I’d like to 
invite you to email me about mental 
health resources in Hamilton that you 
know of or perhaps that you offer, to 
happyplacehamilton@gmail.com.

Striving for a healthy lifestyle is 
not limited to those of us with mental 
illness. The month of May reminds us 
that mental health is something that 
affects us all, and I would like to invite 
you to get connected with Happy Place 
[Hamilton] on social media, and to 
continue the connections and healthy 
lifestyle habits.

 MENTAL HEALTH
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B IS FOR
BARTON
 

BY PHILIP “PIP” KUMMEL

I interviewed David Brace, Owner 
of the B Contemporary gallery, located 
at 226 James St. N. at the Mulberry 
Café as he was continuing to prepare to 
move the gallery to Barton St. E. 

“Going back to my childhood, we 
would go down to see a band on Barton 
East in a hall.  And then walk back - to 
Dundas! There was a Polish social club, 
and that’s where we would go to see 
bands.”

About his own current work:  
“I’ve got a marketable skill. I can 

paint. I started taking on commissions; 
mostly it’s been pet portraits. I started 
feeling like I was losing my chops. 
My partner and I are both involved 
in the cat-rescue operation 9th Life. 
We’ve been fostering feral cats and 
socializing them enough to be able 
to get them into adoption centres. I 
started doing little drawings of the 
foster cats. They were fun to do. One 
of the drawings ended up becoming a 
painting commission that went with 
a foster cat to its new foster home. 
That led to other commissions. I work 
from photographs. It’s high realism. 
I’m trying to capture some defining 
character in the animal. Otherwise, it’s 
just another black lab”.

”I’ve been starting a body of work 
of my own based around cellphone 
technology, social media and issues 
around digital infrastructure. They’re 
drawings. I chose the least technological 
media to discuss technology with. 
Having grown up before cell phones, 
before the internet, bridging that divide 
and watching as the internet emerged 
from a place of intellectual discourse 
and sharing, sharing of complex 
mathematics, and between universities 
and governmental agencies… [I saw] 
the rise of social media and how it 
has become a shortcut through the 
exercise of empathy. Empathy becomes 
a passive click, and you move on. That 
is relatively recent, and happening very 
quickly.”

About moving the gallery: 
“I’m moving to 486 Barton St. 

E. just past Wentworth across from 
[Woodlands] park.  I’ve done the move 
before. Transit gallery used to be on 
Locke St. I moved from Locke St. to 
James St. North eight years ago. One 
thing that happened in the last move 
was, it changed my lifestyle. Suddenly 
my North-South regular life [between 
York/Queen and Locke St.] became 
East-West. That changed social life, the 
nature of the people I would meet. I 
became acquainted with all the retired 
Portuguese guys. I became friends with 
the regulars at the Five-Star. I started 
using the library, and going to Jackson 
Square, which I hadn’t for years. I’d go 
to Nations. I had shows curated by Paul 
Lisson at the library.”

About the new location and what to 
expect:

“I’m anticipating in a good way 

the same change in moving to Barton 
St. I’ve dusted off the bike. I’m going 
to be using the Cannon bike lanes to 
get to work every morning. I’m going 
through that period of discovery of who 
my neighbours are, who my business 
neighbours are, who the regulars of the 
street are… I’m trying to take a sense of 
adventure, and going with the flow”.

“The gallery is going to be of the 
same footprint. I’ll still be representing 
artists whose work I support, whose 
work I like, whose work I’d want to 
live with and own. That tends towards 
abstraction, towards conceptual. 
I’m including a space for myself in 
the gallery where I can do my own 
work. I’m going to take any kind of 
commission.”

About leaving the Artcrawl route to 
Barton St. East:

“... the Artcrawl hasn’t been the 
Artcrawl in three years.  There aren’t 
that many galleries left [the ones 
that have gone include Focus gallery, 
Loose Cannon, Assembly (moved 
to Gore Park), Nathaniel Hughson, 
Homegrown, Gallery 231, Blue Angel, 
James North Studio, Oswald Gallery, 
and B Contemporary]. It’s lost venues. 
While the city promotes Hamilton as 
an artist destination, as an artist city, 
we’re losing venues for artists and 
musicians. We don’t have sit-down 
mid-size venues. I worry about the 
loss... In the beginning, there were 
about a hundred and fifty people, 
actively participating. They were 
there for specific reasons. [Artcrawl] 
morphed into something else. It 
became a night market. I’m not worried 
about Barton vs. Artcrawl.  That’s 
not what I was interested in to start 
with. I’m interested in new traction, 
new neighbourhood, new people, new 
discoveries, new curiosity.” 

“I certainly lost traction leaving 
Locke St., and that might happen again, 
but I’m keeping the gallery name. 
Galleries in Hamilton are all pretty 
close to the bone, so our advertising 
ends up being word-of-mouth.”

About Barton vs. James St. North:
“I think it’s terrific there are so many 

storefronts popping up. I hope the 
pace of gentrification isn’t as frenetic 
as it was on James St. N. I hope there is 
more diversity of shops, restaurants and 
bars and such. I go to [cafes] quite a bit. 
Part of me thinks, why didn’t I do this 
two years ago? Things really dropped off 
on James St. with the transition to the 
nightlife bar culture. There’s a lot less 
walk-by during the day than there was 
eighteen months ago”.   
 
“I’m hoping that I’m an early enough 
buy-in that I can be a part of a series 
of changes [on Barton]. I’ll find out 
where I can fit into the Barton Village 
Festival in the summer. All of my 
experiences are going to be brand 
new. I’m looking forward to the thrill 

of the new experience, the thrill of 
discovery, a new place to have coffee in 
the morning, to buy a sandwich… new 
people, new blood.”

About galleries and streets  in 
general:

“Galleries are always a slow space – a 
meeting place… an internalization. A 
place to slow down and reflect on your 
own stories and narratives, through 
the works on the walls. That takes real 
time and real space. I don’t think art 
is experienced well virtually.  Put away 
the devices. Absorb something just with 

memory, just with your own interaction 
with the space. It’s not time based/
get in, get out. It’s about lingering, and 
about sharing stories. It doesn’t have 
to fit any current capitalist model. I 
think placemaking like this can’t be 
planned by the city. You can’t force the 
right time. Streets aren’t malls. Streets 
aren’t corporate centres. Streets are 
owned by the people that inhabit them. 
The streets fulfill needs. And that’s the 
healthiest kind of neighbourhood.”

Pip Kummel is a local musician
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Supporting 
Community Through 
Music: the Canadian 
Orpheus Male Choir
BY SHIONA MACKENZIE

When Keith Thomas first 
encountered the Hamilton-based 
Canadian Orpheus Male Choir 
(COMC) in 1987, the group had 
already enjoyed a decade of successful 
concerts and had embarked upon 
international concert tours. Although 
Keith had never sung outside of church 
before, a colleague invited him to drop 
in on a rehearsal and meet his buddies 
who devote their passion for music to a 
common purpose.

"After sitting in the bass section for 
a few rehearsals, I was asked to sing for 
the Music Director to confirm my vocal 
range," says Keith. "I sang a few scales 
and was placed with the baritones, but I 
would have sung tenor if they'd wanted, 
I was that happy to join!”

“Since then, highlights for me have 
been performing for the Toronto Star 
Fresh Air Fund in 1991 and singing 
along with 600 male-voice choristers 
from around the world in London's 
Royal Festival Hall at the pre-Olympic 
Games ceremonies in 2012.” In 2018, 
the Choir had the privilege of singing 
at the memorial service for one of their 
Honorary Patrons – former Hamilton 
Mayor, Robert Morrow.”

John Nelson joined the COMC 
in 2017. He was hooked at their first 
rehearsal of a jazzed-up arrangement of 
We Three Kings, and tells me “the high 
of singing the soaring finale of Michael 
W. Smith’s Gloria with Lux Venit won’t 
soon be forgotten.” The COMC plays 
an important part in his life: “We can 
sing, enjoy the camaraderie of the choir, 
and contribute to our community 
through good works. I’ve never looked 
back.” 

The COMC regularly performs 
fundraising concerts for local support 
groups. Itself a registered charitable 

organization, the Choir has raised and 
donated almost $1,000,000 over the 
past 40 years.

The Choir hires accomplished 
musicians to help advance their 
mission. Music Director, Richard 
Cunningham, holds a Bachelor of 
Music degree in Music Education from 
the University of Toronto. He inspires 
singers to rise to a level they may not 
have thought possible. “I love helping 
amateur singers by teaching them 
professional singers’ techniques. I'm 
proud of empowering this Choir to 
achieve an improved blend and sense of 
musical phrasing. It’s a blessing to work 
with people who strive for excellence in 
their music making.”

Over the years, Christine 
Chesebrough has become one of the 
COMC’s most beloved collaborative 
pianists. Music Director and Organist 
at Brant Hills Presbyterian Church in 
Burlington, she is a gifted violinist, 
and she also plays with the Hamilton 
Philharmonic Orchestra, the Canadian 
Opera Company Orchestra, among 
others.

A tenor who has seen many changes 
is Rod Roberts, COMC President since 
2016. “In the 1990s, our membership 
grew at a fast pace under the musical 
direction of the Choir’s founder, 
Lyn Harry. I can remember over 100 
choristers on stage at Hamilton Place 
(now FirstOntario Concert Hall). As 
the years progressed, our numbers 
decreased, but the singing experience is 
just as thrilling with 35 in the choir – 
once you know your part!”

The COMC has been in fine voice 
since 1977 and continues welcoming 
men who love to sing. Their dedication 
to sharing the joys of singing and 
giving attracts loyal fans, like me, who 

look forward to finding out when and 
where Keith, John, Rod, and their good 
friends will perform next. 

For more information about the 
Canadian Orpheus Male Choir, see 
www.comc.ca.
Living in Asia for 17 years afforded Shiona 
Mackenzie experiences and insights that 
continue to inform her perspective. Shiona 

has been employed in the communications 
field since the 1990s, but followed her 
passion for music by joining pick-up bands 
and choral groups, and performing in 
amateur musical theatre productions. She 
sings alto with the Hamilton-based Baker 
Street Victorian Carolers and supports 
aspiring musicians by working in the Music 
Studies Department at Mohawk College.

WARD 3 UPDATE
NRINDER NANN

Dear Ward 3 residents and readers 
of The Sherman Hub News,  
The first several months in office have 
been an exciting time for learning and 
prioritizing term actions. Now that 
the City budget process for 2019 is 
complete, we are excited to be back in 
the Ward connecting with residents, 
neighbourhood groups, and businesses.

It has been great seeing many of 
you enjoying the new Bernie Morelli 
Community Centre and posting online 
about your visits to the beautiful new 
Tropical Greenhouse in Gage Park. 
Soon, in the summer, we will see many 
more families outdoors enjoying the 
new splash pad feature at the Morelli 
Centre. I also want to share that I’m 
working closely with city staff to ensure 
we complete the stadium precinct with 
increased green space and community 
access on the old Dom Glass site. 

Our office has begun hosting 
monthly public consultations; we had 
fulsome and meaningful conversations 
about the Birch Avenue two-way street 
conversion and how to maximize 
the impact of the project for safety, 
complete streets and community use. 
We also hosted the first community 
input session on the new HSR Bus 
Storage and Maintenance Facility to 
provide the project team with some 
initial considerations as it develops 
further.

With spring in the air, we have 
been working with resident leaders on 
various clean up and environmental 
issues. One specific initiative we are 
proud to be launching is our Zero Hero 
campaign. This campaign supports zero 
waste and zero emissions initiatives 
across the ward. The first will take place 
in partnership with Ottawa Street BIA 

for Sew Hungry, led by Terry Mote 
whose vision is to host Hamilton’s first 
zero waste street festival. Be sure to 
come on down to the festival on May 
4 to enjoy the great eats, kid friendly 
activities, and to say hello to the Zero 
Hero volunteers.

We are also launching the Ward 3 
Community Grants Program to help 
empower resident-led initiatives that 
deliver a community benefit project. 
Stay tuned to our social media channels 
for the announcement. 

For our cycling community, I want to 
share the good news that the Cannon 
Street bike lane will be permanent and 
protected. Roadwork is scheduled to 
commence in May with the plan to 
complete the entire resurfacing by the 
end of summer. The improvements will 
include barrier curbs, rumble strips, 
planters and pavement markings. 
Though this requires a short closure, we 
will have the first permanent and most 
protected bike lane in the city running 
from Sherman to James - a phenomenal 
benchmark for new projects.

In the office, we have rounded out 
our team. Amy Majani, Community 
and Resident Engagement Liaison, 
will be joining Daniela Giulietti, my 
Executive Assistant. Please give us a call 
at 905-546-2702 or email us at ward3@
hamilton.ca.

The next four years are going to be 
crucial ones for the growth and future 
success of our city. We’ve only just 
begun, and I very much look forward to 
working with you as we move forward. 

Yours in Community, 
Nrinder Nann
Ward 3 City Councillor

COUNCILLOR’S MESSAGE
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RECREATION REPORT
Central Memorial 
Recreation Centre

Leisure Swim (all ages) - FREE
• Wednesdays 6:30 - 8:00 

PM

Afterschool and Family Gym – 
6-12 yrs and families - FREE

• Mondays and Wednes-
days 3:15 - 5:00 PM

• Tuesdays (Family Gym) 
3:15 - 6:00 PM

• Thursdays (Family Gym)  
3:15 - 5:00 PM

Teen Gym – 13-17yrs – FREE
• Wednesdays 6:30 - 7:30 

PM

• Fridays 8:00 - 9:30 PM

FREE PRESCHOOL 
PROGRAMMING
Parent and Tot Leisure Swim

• Thursdays 9:30 - 10:30 
AM

Parent and Tot Open Gym
• Tuesdays and Thursdays 

10:30 - 11:30 AM
• Saturdays 11:15 - 12:15 

PM

FEAR
BY CHRISTOPHER WILSON

Fear. It is an emotion that most of 
us are uncomfortably familiar with, and 
something we don’t always understand. 
Fear isn’t a chase between a victim and 
a killer in a Hollywood film. Fear, in its 
complex nature, is sometimes as simple 
as waiting on a grade that you are 
almost certain will be a failure. Fear can 
also be feeling your heart race as you 
wait for a father to come home, unsure 
of what will happen when he does. 
Fear isn’t anything simple and is often 
misunderstood. 

Fear, it seems, shapes our lives. It 
makes people move differently, and 
act differently. Sometimes fear isn’t 
anything physical. Fear could be waiting 
on someone coming home after their 
curfew. You could assume the worst 
has happened, just as they arrive home. 
Fear doesn’t have to have any reason, 
and it could merely be a feeling. Feeling 

your stomach twist when you face a 
dark street, knowing nothing is there, 
but still avoiding it like the plague. It 
makes no sense, but is understood at 
the same time. If one doesn’t feel fear, 
they are changed drastically. A person 
without fear becomes heartless, as they 
don’t fear losing people. They would 
die the most, as they don’t fear death. 
They would make poor decisions, as 
they don’t fear consequences. Fear 
shapes people, and keeps people 
together. Being fearless, it seems, isn’t 
lacking fear; it’s the ability to conquer 
and control it.

A story about how fear can change 
a person lies in many of us, but I 
have decided to focus on someone in 
particular: my own mother. I found, 
through growing up, that she is as 
strong as she is for many reasons. At my 
age, she faced more than I could even 

imagine having on my plate. Her life 
wasn’t just difficult, it was terrifying. 
She had a risk of homelessness, school 
trouble that could hold her back, lost 
years of her life at a young age, and all 
the while facing her family and peers. It 
was a daunting task that would’ve made 
many bow out, but she stomached all 
the worry and marched onward. 

How fear shaped my life is in a fear 
of water. Water would terrify me, as it 
was deep, I would panic, and couldn’t 
breathe. It made me avoid great things, 
becoming good at something, and 
made me wary of unfamiliar things 
from a young age. Through time, I was 
able to mold my fear and behaviour, 
challenging it and my emotions to 
become stronger and take challenges 
head on. I am pleased to say I can now 
swim fantastic.

Fear keeps us safe. Fear holds us 

together. Fear forms us. Fear is the 
greatest emotion in our lives. Without 
it, we wouldn’t be who we are. I hope 
you can challenge your own fear, and 
become someone you are proud of. 
Don’t hide from your fears, embrace 
them.

Christopher Wilson is a Grade 12 student 
at Delta Secondary

HAMILTON RECREATION

Powell Park Club 
House

CHILLZONE - FREE
Come visit our youth dedicated 
space! Wednesdays starting 
January 9 from 6:00 - 8:30 PM. 
Games, crafts, Wii, and hang out 
space for youth ages 10-17yrs.

Norman Pinky Lewis 
Recreation Centre - 
CLOSURE

Renovations are still underway at 
Norman Pinky Lewis Recreation 
Centre. The centre will be 
reopening in mid-2019.
Capital upgrades include:

• New pool filtration system
• Change room renovations, 

including a new universal 
change room

• Barrier free washroom
• HVAC system improve-

ments
• Front desk replacement
• Painting and furniture 

replacement
Additional programs and hours 
have been added at Central 
Memorial Recreation Centre this 
Spring 2019. 
Please contact the centre at 905-
546-3122 for further information.

Bernie Morelli Recreation Centre

The brand new Bernie Morelli Recreation Centre is officially open for 
programming. COME AND CHECK IT OUT! The 54,000 square foot 
facility features active program spaces, dance and fitness studios, indoor 
track, gymnasium, leisure pool with a hydrotherapy area, and community 
rooms.
FREE AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAMS

• Mondays and Wednesdays: Leisure Swim 4:15 - 5:00 PM

• Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays: Open Gym (9-12 years) 3:00 - 
5:00 PM

• Wednesdays: Drop-In Art (9-12 years) 3:00 - 5:00 PM

DROP-IN FAMILY FITNESS PROGRAMS
• Wednesdays: Cardio Dance 6:00 - 6:45 PM ($2.15 per family)

• Fridays: Cardio Beat 6:00 - 7:00 PM ($2.15 per family)

NEW! YOUTH ROOM HOURS
• Mondays and Fridays: 5:30 - 9:00 PM

• Wednesdays: 6:00 - 9:00 PM

55+ IT’S YOUR DAY RECREATION PROGRAMMING
Funded in partnership with the Ontario Sport and Recreation 
Communities Fund, 55+ It’s Your Day provides older adult opportunities 
to participate in physical movement programs, fitness classes, and 
educational workshops.

• Tuesdays: Nordic Walking, Open Social, Badminton, Restorative 
Yoga

• Fridays: Tai Chi Fundamentals, Open Social, Functional Fitness, 
Pickleball, Painting and Drawing
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GAGE PARK GREENHOUSE
Hamilton’s Newest Tropical Escape and Hot Spot
BY EIHAB BORAIE

It’s time to ditch the winter jackets 
and take a walk on the tropical side. 
No need to book a ticket out of town 
though, just put on your shorts and 
head to Hamilton’s newest family-
friendly neighbourhood oasis located in 
the heart of Gage park.

The Gage Park Tropical Greenhouse 
is a bright, humid, and fully accessible 
community haven for those looking for 
summer year-round. Upon entering the 
14,000 square-foot facility the senses 
are treated with a rush of warmth, 
perfumes, and an explosion of colours 
that instantly teleport the visitor from 
Hamilton to a southern rainforest. 

An assortment of subtropical 
riches ranging from rare and exotic 
flowers to delicious fruit plants are 
strategically grouped throughout the 
facility. Pineapple, bananas, figs, and 
mangoes occupy one corner, while 

bamboo and vines race to the top of 
the greenhouse on the opposite end. 
Running down the centre of the facility 
and encircled by the walkway are 
various palms intermixed with orchids, 
crotons, and firecracker plants that give 
way to two different ponds filled with 
various types of turtles and fishes. Also 
taking up residence in the greenhouse 
are multiple ground quails and doves 
as well as unique insects that help 
maintain this precious ecosystem. 

Most of the plants have labels 
to help visitors identify what kind 
of plants they are, but only a few 
have any additional information. 
There’s definitely room to grow 
in terms of providing fun learning 
opportunities for youngsters and green 
thumbed enthusiasts. Focusing on 
the educational aspect – like where, 
when, and why these plants thrive in 

tropical weather – 
would make this 
an excellent and 

affordable location to organize school 
trips. 

It’s clear that someone carefully 
designed the space ensuring that it is 
accessible for wheelchairs and strollers. 
The walkway is free of any sudden 
changes in grade allowing visitors to 
tour the entire site without having to 
worry about navigating or weaving 
around the garden. The serene green 
setting makes for a wonderful place to 
get lost in a book on the bleacher-like 
concrete steps that grace its entrance. 
There are a couple of small tables 
located in the entrance hall that would 
make for a great place to do some work 
during the week. With just a few more 
tables and outlets the facility could be a 
great escape for those who work online 
and seek a change of scenery. 

The climate inside is controlled 
making sure that guests won’t find it 
uncomfortably humid. However, after 
about a half an hour you may start 
breaking a sweat. The combination of 

the humidity and checking out fruit 
plants will leave you craving some fresh 
juice. It seems like a missed opportunity 
to not be selling refreshments, but 
maybe offering drinks and snacks is 
part of their future plans. 

This space is the place to break from 
routine and provides something fun, 
free, and educational to do with the 
kids. Aside from being an awesome spot 
for community gatherings, the facility 
is also available for rent and would 
make a colourful backdrop for wedding 
photos. 

This tropical greenhouse is destined 
to become a neighbourhood treasure 
and is another great step towards 
meeting the city’s vision of making 
Hamilton the best place to raise a child 
and age successfully. 
Gage Park Tropical Greenhouse is open to 
the public everyday between 9am to 5pm, 
except Holidays.



MAY - JUNE, 2019

13

ONE THING REMAINS

BY DARIN MARTIN

Over the past few years, our 
neighbourhood has changed greatly. I 
remember having conversations with 
friends about ideas for cool start-
up businesses that could rent those 
boarded up, empty storefronts on 
King between Gage and Sherman. I 
remember thinking Scott Park School 
was a bit of an eyesore (no offense to 
my friends who attended and loved that 
school). I even remember thinking, why 
don’t they just take that stadium and 
turn it 90 degrees - Just kidding on that 
one!

In the past few years, Vintage 
Coffee Roasters has come to the 
neighbourhood and created a space 

(though small) for community to 
happen. The Capitol Bar has opened 
and gives folks a place to hang in the 
evenings. And Toronto has discovered 
our housing prices and moved to the 
promised land. Lots of changes have 
happened, but in my opinion, one 

thing still remains - People need each 
other. We need a friendly neighbour 
when our recipe calls for one more 
egg. We need each other when we are 
still alone at a bus stop and someone 
from the neighbourhood walks by and 
remembers our name. We need each 

other when in the middle of the night, 
we need to take one of our kids to the 
hospital and can’t leave the other 2 
alone at the house. 

As our neighbourhood continues 
to grow, as hundreds of high school 
students start gathering everyday in 
“Bernie-ville,” and as our new friends 
from Toronto start to bleed black 
and gold and adopt phrases like, 
“Hammertown,” or “Art is the New 
Steel,” remember - we still need each 
other.  And it actually feels great to be 
needed or to have someone to reach 
out to when you are in need. 

Darin Martin is a neighbourhood resident 
and a touring musician 

GARDEN 
SHORTCUTS, 
TIPS & 
TENDRILS
BY CANDY VENNING

This year I have a wonderful new 
dilemma: what to do with a completely 
blank slate of a garden, my own.

For two years we rebuilt a downtown 
heritage property from the foundation 
up and as a result we have no garden 
whatsoever. A few big existing trees, a 
fence, and a pergola, but no grass or 
plants – and a lot of mushy foundation 
mud!

Over the years I’ve learned a few 
ways to fill in a garden as quickly as 
possible while staying on a tight budget 
– here are a few of my favourite garden 
‘shortcuts:’

1) Divide existing perennials: 
Fortunately, I have access to my old 
garden and a few good friends with 
an abundance of interesting, native 
and hardy varieties of perennials and 
groundcovers. Big blue hostas are an 
excellent and slug-proof space filler in 
the shady corners as well as colourful 
annual foliage from coleus.

2) Use easy to grow annual seeds for 
quick results: Consider planting nigella, 
sweetpea, double cosmos, verbena 
bonariensis, alyssum, marigolds, borage, 
zinnia, and a favourite for its incredible 

fragrance, nicotiana. My favourite 
native perennial for seeding is aquilegia 
canadensis – great for partial shade or 
sun. I’m impatient with seeds but all of 
these annuals take root easily in sunny 
spots even if they’re quite dry.

3) Use the best compost and manure 
and finish with mulch: We collected 
lots of leaves last fall, shredded them 
and piled them up so I’m using that 
as combination compost and mulch 
for areas that have divided or new 
perennials (but not on seeded areas 
as I don’t want to suffocate the little 
sprouts).

4) Pots: I have a few large containers 
to fill so I’ll be buying reliable annuals 
for them,  grouping them together in 
key areas, near the back door at the 
pergola posts, and even inside empty 
planting beds. Preferred annuals for 
value and fuss-free performance are 
ivy leaf geraniums, sweet potato vine, 
plectranthus ‘Mona Lavender,’ and 
my secret weapon of awesomeness is 
colocasia. This mighty leafy creature is 
known as ‘Elephant Ears’ for a reason, 
it’s sold as baseball sized bare bulbs at 
garden centres and it gets truly huge 

in a season. Canna lily can get equally 
huge, be dug up and replanted each 
spring; hummingbirds enjoy the red 
flowers!

5) Perennials:  I have my go-to list, 
but I’m working on a budget so certain 
varieties I’ll try and grow from seed 
like eryngium, rattlesnake master, and 
echinops. A few that won’t wait because 
I want to establish them as early as 
possible to let them settle are: tree 
peony, pulmonaria, foxglove, climbing 
hydrangea, climbing rose, and assorted 
clematis.

6) Pergola: Although we already have 
the structure to provide some shade 
we don’t have any climbing plants to 
provide the greenery. I’ll definitely be 
purchasing  clematis like ‘Polish Star’, 
‘Niobe’, ‘Montana’ or ‘The President’, 
fragrant honeysuckle and perhaps a 
‘Dutchman’s Pipe’. My shortcut to 
really get things moving at a swift pace 
is to plant a few fast climbing annuals 
like purple beans, scarlet runner beans, 
sweet peas, even cucumber as they’ll all 
grow very quickly in our short season 
and are low commitment. 

The garden is my ‘Happy place’ so 

I’m looking forward to the flowers but 
also because I’ve chosen pollinator 
friendly plants so I know the bees, 
butterflies, and birds will be enjoying it 
with me.

Candy Venning is a local landscaper and 
gardening enthusiast

URBAN GARDENER
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NEW
SOCIAL 
JUSTICE 
INITIATIVES

Believing, 
Achieving, Serving

BY BOB WOOD

The Hamilton Community Legal 
Clinic provides a variety of services 
including legal advice & referrals, legal 
representation, public legal education, 
community development and law 
reform. 

This year has been busy with some 
new initiatives and activities to improve 
services to the client communities we 
serve. Here are a few examples:

Together We Rise
In February, we launched Together 

We Rise! S’Elever Ensemble! supported 
by staff and an amazing community 
Advisory Committee.

This newly formed coalition of 
agencies and allies is working with us to 
combat anti-Black racism and facilitate 
access to justice for Hamilton’s Black 
community.

The Coalition came together as 
result of feedback gathered as part 
of a bilingual celebration during 
last year’s African Heritage month. 
That celebration focussed on Access 
to Justice for Hamilton’s Black 
Community.  The session dealt with 
education, housing, mental health and 
criminal law, as well as human rights, 
police complaints and child protection 
issues.

Queer Justice Project/Le projet de 
justice queer

Another collaborative undertaking 
was launched in March at Hamilton 
Artists Inc. on James Street North.

The Queer Justice Project is 
designed to improve access to justice for 
Hamilton's Queer, Trans & Two Spirit 
Community.

Queer people often face legal 
problems that are tied to their sexual 
orientation and gender identity. 
Historically, the law has been used as 
a tool of oppression against the Two 
Spirit and LGBTQ community. This 
oppression continues to affect the 
community today. The Project aims to 
shift the balance and build capacity in 
the queer community. 

Check out the new website at 
https://www.queerjustice.ca/

Hamilton Legal Outreach (HLO)
The Clinic, in partnership with 

Legal Aid Ontario (LAO), started 
a project in 2014. Hamilton Legal 
Outreach (HLO) is designed to change 
the way individuals who live with 
mental health issues and addictions 
issues receive legal services.

Traditional legal services require 
people with legal issues to initiate 

contact with a service provider. 
Individuals living with mental health 
and addiction issues are expected to “fit 
in” to this model. They will also need 
to navigate complex and confusing 
court and tribunal processes. Not 
surprisingly, this approach often fails 
hard to access/serve clients.

The HLO model is different. 
It meets people “where they’re at” 
by attending different sites and 
collaborating with community agencies 
who are already providing support 
services.

An evaluation of the Hamilton Legal 
Outreach Project (HLO) was completed 
recently.  You can read it at https://
www.hamiltonjustice.ca/uploads/
Hamilton%20Legal%20Outreach%20
Report%202019%20ONLINE.pdf

The Definition of Disability is 
Changing In Ontario

The Ontario government is 
planning to change the definition 
of disability. The change will make 
it harder to get Ontario Disability 
Support Program (ODSP) support.

Anyone who qualifies now should 
apply before these changes occur.

Those who currently have a family 
doctor should contact their doctor 
as soon as possible to make an 
appointment to have an application 
filled out.

Those without doctors can 
attend specially designed sign–up 
clinics staffed by medical and legal 
professionals. Assistance completing 
and submitting applications will be 
given.

In May, the clinics will run on 
Tuesdays (the 9th & the 23rd) 
from12:00-3:30PM at the First Pilgrim 
United Church, located at 200 Main St. 
East in Hamilton.

Bob Wood is a Community Worker at the 
Hamilton Community Legal Clinic. 

BY TONY PERRI

COMMUNITY LEGALHWCDSB

In Catholic education, we often talk 
about developing the whole child – 
body, mind, and soul. That educational 
philosophy is reflected in the Hamilton-
Wentworth Catholic District School 
Board’s (HWCDSB) motto, “Believing, 
Achieving, Serving” and essentially 
means enabling our students to be the 
best and the most that they can be.

Each day we witness countless 
examples where our students continue 
to push the limits of learning. At St. 
Ann Catholic Elementary School, we 
have seen Grade 5 and 6 students make 
parallel circuits using playdoh, batteries 
from fruit, and paper circuits using 
copper tape and LEDs as part of a new 
Grade 6 digital literacy curriculum 
piloted by teacher Rose Monachino-
Galli. The curriculum is providing 
students with an early introduction to 
static and current electricity and the use 
of multimeters, essential components in 
today’s digital world. By the end of the 
course, students are able to work with 
snap circuits and micro:bits, pocket-
sized computers used in classrooms to 
teach code.

While St. Ann students are getting 
digital, Grade 4 students at St. Patrick 
Catholic Elementary School have 
been exploring the many and complex 
challenges of living on the moon. 
Teacher Rose Presta used “Mission 
Moon,” this year’s FIRST Lego League 
(FLL) Jr. challenge, to get students to 
identify and solve problems associated 
with air, water, and other elements 
necessary for survival on the moon. 

Here on planet earth, St. John 
the Baptist’s Green Team has been 
working hard to reduce waste by 
improving and refining the school’s 
recycling and composting programs. 
Through direct instruction, videos, 
visual aids, and hands-on learning, 
the students have been able to reduce 
the amount of mishandled waste and 
the contamination of recycling and 
compost bins at their school. A “Waste 
Free Fridays” initiative has also helped 
students divert waste from landfill 
sites. This and other eco practices have 
resulted in St. John achieving the Gold 
level Ontario EcoSchool certification, 
a standard it has maintained for the 
past ten years for its efforts to conserve 
energy and minimize waste.

Recognizing the connection between 
a healthy mind and a healthy body, the 
Healthy Action Team at Holy Name 
of Jesus Catholic Elementary School 
hosted a Mental Well-Being Forum 
called Groove Movement. The activity 
combines mental wellness with physical 
literacy to encourage healthy practices 
at home and at school. That means 
injecting more movement (exercise) 
into our daily lives, advice we should all 
heed.

In the area of service, Student 
Council members at St. Eugene 
Catholic Elementary School showed 
their concern for the marginalized 
in our community earlier this year 
by preparing and serving breakfast at 
De Mazenod Door, a door ministry 
operated by St. Patrick Church that 
feeds upwards of 300 people each day. 
Cathedral students also regularly lend 
a helping hand, both in preparing 
meals as well as raising much needed 
funds for the program. Their work 
was captured in a video submitted in 
this year’s Ontario Catholic School 
Trustees Association’s short video 
contest which invited schools to 
demonstrate what it means to build and 
strengthen community through care, 
consideration, and service to others in 
need. The video earned Cathedral third 
place billing, but more importantly, 
it highlighted the important work of 
the church and its many wonderful 
volunteers in ministering to our 
community’s most vulnerable members.

In May, the Hamilton-Wentworth 
Catholic District School Board will 
be celebrating Catholic Education 
Week, whose theme this year is “Living 
as Joyful Disciples.” As the various 
activities described above remind 
us, there is much joy to be found in 
service. In their recent pastoral letter 
of Catholic Education, Renewing 
the Promise, the Catholic Bishops 
of Ontario wrote, “Our Catholic 
schools help to form joyful disciples 
as hearts and minds are opened to the 
transforming love of God and to the 
flame of faith in action.”

In the coming weeks, we invite you 
to visit our Ward 3 & 4 schools to 
see firsthand the many outstanding 
ways in which our “Catholic schools 
are demonstrating the joy of believing 
and witnessing the Good News to the 
communities that they serve.”

Tony Perri is Superintendent, Wards 3 & 
4, Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District 
School Board
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From Sherman 
Avenue North to 
Normandy
 
Local Carpenters take their love of 
Heritage Restoration to France

BY JEAN KERLEY

Rock Paper Scissors Co. are packing 
up their iconic garage studio at our 
neighbourhood’s beautiful Cotton 
Factory, and heading off on a do-good 
adventure of a lifetime. Carpenters 
Andy and Kelly Warne have been 
accepted to join a Heritage Restoration 
Project in the small town of Saint 
Pierre-Sur Dives, France for seven 
weeks. There, they will work together 
with their passion and knowledge for all 
things reclaimed and restored, helping 
site owners to rebuild a 14th Century 
Barn and Cider Press. “This was a big 
part of our life plan the moment we 
met”, says Kelly. “We knew even before 
we were married and had children that 
working and living overseas was in our 
future. We have been pretty good at 
making all of our dreams come true, 
despite some incredible setbacks and 
traumatic life events.” 
The Warnes have spent over 7 years 
making sure that they are not only 
doing what they love for a living, but 
being in a position 
to be passionate 
about each project 
they do, and have 
managed to stay 
extremely humble. 
It is common to 
catch these two 
dropping whatever 
project they have 
on the go, to 
help someone 
in need, give an 
extra hand and 
even welcoming 
strangers into 
their studio to sit 
over coffee and 
talk about their 
personal struggles.

“Sometimes 
just the day to 
day can be hard 
for us” Andy tell 
us. “The same as 
anyone else, getting 
the kids off to 
school, dealing with 
clients, managing 
our daily mental 
health” (both 
Andy and Kelly 
struggle daily with 

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder). “It 
can be hard dropping what we are 
doing when a man walks in and asks 
to talk. We’ve made it clear to our 
community that our studio is a safe 
place, and people often pop in to chat. 
We couldn’t be more grateful for every 
interaction. Hamilton is our home and 
our community has helped to make our 
dreams come true.”  
The project has been a year in the 
making for our Sherman North 
wood loving duo, who have brought 
us incredible reclaimed projects like 
their original “HMLTN Table” built 
with wood from an 1800’s Hamilton 
home, featuring an imbedded historic 
Brick Works brick in the centre. This 
Summer, we are anxious for the reveal 
of one of a kind projects built from 
reclaimed bracing from This Ain’t 
Hollywood- Hamilton’s second oldest 
bar, and iconic music venue.

Andy and Kelly are well loved in the 
Hamilton community for their selfless 

Dear Skylar,
I am going to miss you. You were a 

great friend to me. I know you didn't 
know me very well, but you showed me 
how much you cared for me as a fellow 
Parkview student. I know God needed 
another angel to go home, and that 
angel was you. 

I wish you were still here with us. I 
was sad to hear that you have passed 
on, and I thought to myself, no, it can't 
be you. You made me realize that I am 
wanted here on earth and that people 
do care for me, even if they don't say it. 

I remember the last time I saw you 
was before Parkview closed its doors, 
and I went to your house with my Dad. 
You recognized me and embraced me 
with a hug, and I had never forgotten 

how much that meant to me. 
I realized that not every student 

is going to bully me, and you were 
the better person who stood by me. 
The one who cared. The one who 
understood what I was going through, 
and for that, I want to say thank you for 
being you. 

You were someone I could look up 
to, I appreciate the things you did for us 
students and for standing up for those 
who couldn't. You will be missed by me 
and your family and friends. Sending 
big hugs to you, and sending love and 
condolences to your loved ones at this 
difficult time. My heart is with you, and 
is also with them.

Lynn.

 VOICE OF YOUTH

BY LYNN WATKINS

Farewell 
My Friend

charity work, their public mission to 
openly share their personal struggles 
with mental health, their daughters’ 
annual Holiday Blanket Drive, and 
of course their incredible one of a 
kind urban art & furniture.  Living in 
Crown Point West, this dynamic duo 
has impacted so many communities 
in lower Hamilton, and we couldn’t 
be more proud to be sending them 
off with luck and well wishes on their 

incredible historic restoration work 
project in France. You can follow their 
work program on Facebook at Rock 
Paper Scissors Co. or Instagram @
rpscohamilton.

Jean Kerley is a local art lover and writer 
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Jane's Walk
Friday, May 3 - Sunday, May 5, Various 
times
Various locations
Jane’s Walk is a chance to have a 
fascinating walking or biking tour of 
an area of Hamilton. This is a great 
opportunity to get get to know your 
neighbours and learn more about this 
amazing city. Enjoy a guided walk with 
local celebrities.
FB Jane's Walk Hamilton 2018 
 
Doors Open Hamilton
Saturday, May 4, Sunday, May 5, 10:00 
am - 4:00 PM
A select list of sites across the city
Since May 2003 Hamilton ACO 
(Architectural Conservancy of 
Ontario) has been involved in creating 
and hosting an annual Doors Open 
Hamilton. This is a volunteer led 
initiative with assistance from the 
Hamilton Burlington Society of 
Architects.
FB Doors Open Hamilton 2018, 
acohamilton@gmail.com 
 
Sew Hungry
Saturday, May 4, 11:00 am - 8:00 PM
Ottawa Street North
Street festival with 32 food trucks, over 
15 restaurants, outdoor beer garden, 
live music and kidzone.
sewhungry.com, FB Ottawa 
Street BIA 
 
Stories in the Stones Tours
May 4,5,11,18,25 June 1,8,15,22,29, 11:00 
am - 1:00 PM
Hamilton Cemetary, 777 York Blvd, 
across from Dundurn Castle
The Stories in the Stones tells 
fascinating tales of love, patriotism 
and tragedy through free, guided 
walking tours of Hamilton Cemetery.
Early settlers such as Robert Land 
and George Hamilton, victims of the 
Desjardins Railway Disaster and a large 
number of past Mayors of Hamilton 
rest here. Former Senators and 
American Civil War Veterans (War of 
1812) can also be found buried in this 
historical cemetery.
hamilton.ca/attractions 
 
Shop the Cotton Factory
Saturday,May 4, 11:00 am - 4:00 PM
Cotton Factory, 270 Sherman Ave. 
North
View and purchase the work of the 
artists, designers, photographers and 
makers that fill the buildings at 270 
Sherman Avenue North!
cottonfactory.ca 
 
Sherman Hub Community 
Group Meeting
Monday, May 6, 7:00 - 9:00 PM
Tim Hortons Field, Premium Entrance, 
2nd floor, Media Court Community 
Room. 64 Melrose Avenue North
A transportation theme at our May 
meeting.  Let's talk about cars and 
trucks and bikes and trains, one way 
streets and safety projects. Enjoy 
coffee and snacks! Free parking - 
everyone welcome. Free childcare 
provided.
Facebook "the Sherman Hub" 
 
The Forge FC Soccer Game
Wednesday, May 8, 7:00 PM
Tim Hortons Field

Professional soccer comes to Hamilton 
- inaugural season! The Forge vs Pacific 
FC
email jbond@forgefootball.
club, or phone 905-527-3674 
ext. 245 for tickets 
 
Butter Tart Festival
Saturday, May 11, 9:30 AM
Dream Centre, 616 Main Street East
Hamilton's first butter tart festival with 
yummy sweets including vegan and 
gluten free options.  $2 admission.
kimberly@
hamiltondreamcentre.ca 
 
The Forge FC Soccer Game
Saturday, May 11, 6:00 PM
Tim Hortons Field
Professional soccer comes to Hamilton 
- inaugural season! The Forge vs 
Cavalry FC.  Hamilton soccer HOF 
game.
email jbond@forgefootball.
club, or phone 905-527-3674 
ext. 245 for tickets 
 
L'Arche Victoria Day Gardening 
and BBQ
Monday, May 20, 9:30 am - 2:00 PM
Meet at 64 Fairholt Ave S for 
gardening, and then at 12PM at 664 
Main Street East to join our BBQ
Help us maintain our beautiful gardens, 
then enjoy a free barbecue with our 
thanks.
rsvp to paige@larchehamilton.
org 
 
Intimate and Immersive: In the 
Groove
Thursday, May 23, 7:30 PM
Cotton Factory, 270 Sherman Ave. 
North
Musicians from the Hamilton 
Philharmonic Orchestra perform an 
evocative program that integrates 
visual and multimedia arts. In this 
unconventional format, concert-goers 
are seated around the orchestra only 
feet from the musicians. Grab a drink 
with friends and take in the multi-
sensory environment.
FB Cotton Factory, tickets at 
hpo.org 
 
Crown Point Garden Day
Saturday, May 25, 10:00 am - 3:00 PM
Crown Point Community Church, 92 
Ottawa St. N
Plant sale, compost pickup, woodchip 
pickup
https://crownpointgardens.
wordpress.com 
 
Seniors Month Kickoff
Wednesday, May 29, 10:00 am - 2:00 
PM
Michelangelos Banquet Centre, 1555 
Upper Ottawa St
Kickoff Seniors’ Month with food, fun, 
workshops, demonstrations & lots of 
entertainment for all! Free parking. 
Presented by the Older Adult Centre's 
of Ontario, the City of Hamilton and the 
Ontario Ministry of Seniors Affairs.
Phone 905-544-0050, harrrp.
ca, stpeters.harrrp@gmail.com 
 
Dinner and Dance Beatles 
Tribute Band The Liverpool 4
Wednesday, May 29, 6:00 PM
Michelangelos Banquet Centre, 1555 
Upper Ottawa St
Dinner and dance.  $75 per couple and 

$350 for a table of 10
Phone 905-544-0050 for 
tickets 
 
The Forge FC Soccer Game
Wednesday, May 29, 7:00 PM
Tim Hortons Field
Professional soccer comes to Hamilton 
- inaugural season!  The Forge vs 
Edmonton FC
email jbond@forgefootball.
club, or phone 905-527-3674 
ext. 245 for tickets 
 
100 in 1 day
Saturday, June 1, all day
Throughout Hamilton
A day long festival of citizen-driven 
action, 100in1Day Hamilton has 
lead to 550 community led urban 
interventions with tens of thousands 
of engaged residents. This year Green 
Venture, Hamilton's community-based 
environmental non-profit, will take the 
lead, joining many Hamilton community 
partners. So #hamont HOW will you 
transform your city? #100in1DayHam
FB 100 in 1 Day Hamilton 
 
Barton Village Festival
Saturday, June 1, 12:00 - 8:00 PM
Barton Street, from Wentworth to 
Victoria
Street festival with food, music, 
entertainment, exhibits, vendors, three 
performance stages, merchants and 
community fun.
bartonvillagefestival.com 
 
Tea with the Queen
Monday, June 3, starts at 1:30 PM
St. Peter's HARRRP, 705 Main St. E at 
St. Clair
All are welcome age 55 and over for 
high tea and entertainment with the 
Queen of HARRRPs.  In celebration of 
seniors month.  $5 admission.
RSVP and tickets 905-544-
0050 
 
Ability Walk and Roll
Friday, June 7, 10:00 am - 1:00 PM
City Hall
Bring light to the gifts of people with 
disabilities. Join for an awareness walk, 
guest speakers and entertainment.
Call 905 312 0162 for tickets. 
 
Sherman Hub Community 
Group Meeting
Monday, June 10, 7:00 - 9:00 PM
Tim Hortons Field, Premium Entrance, 
2nd floor, Media Court Community 
Room. 64 Melrose Avenue North
An education and learning theme.  Our 
regular 'first Monday' delayed one 
week this month to make room for 
professional soccer.  Enjoy coffee and 
light snacks.  Free parking - everyone 
welcome.  Free childcare provided.
FB "the Sherman Hub" 
 
The Forge FC Soccer Game
Saturday, June 15, 6:00 PM
Tim Hortons Field
Professional soccer comes to Hamilton 
- inaugural season!  The Forge vs 
Valour FC
email jbond@forgefootball.
club, or phone 905-527-3674 
ext. 245 for tickets 
 
Shop the Cotton Factory
Saturday, June 15, 11:00 am - 4:00 PM

Cotton Factory, 270 Sherman Ave. 
North
View and purchase the work of the 
artists, designers, photographers and 
makers that fill the buildings at 270 
Sherman Avenue North!
FB "the Sherman Hub" 
 
It's Your Festival
June 29 - July 1, 12:00 noon - 11:00 PM
Gage Park
All cultures under one flag.  Vendors, 
foods of the world, entertainment, 
beer garden, Canada Day celebrations, 
and the great Canadian cookoff.  
Celebrating 50 years.  Free admission
itsyourfestival.ca 
 
Programs aat HARRRP
Ongoing, day and evening, 
St. Peter's HARRRP, 705 Main St. E at 
St. Clair
Free classes in dancing, sewing, martial 
arts, creative art, yoga and more!  Free 
meeting space for community groups 
and programs.
Phone 905-544-0050, harrrp.
ca, stpeters.harrrp@gmail.com 
 
Germania Club of Hamilton
Fridays in May and June: Fish and 
Chips from 5-7 pm.  (Also available: 
Chef’s Special).  Cost: $11.95
Saturday, May 4: Germania Choir 
Garage sale 8:00 am – 1:00 pm.  
Sunday, May 12: Celebrate Mothers’ 
Day dinner at the Germania Club from 
12-4pm, with a lovely rose for Mom.  
Cost: $25.  Please call the Club Office 
for reservations.  
Saturday, May 25: Join the Germania 
Choirs for a Barbershop sing-along at 
the Germania Club, starting at 2pm.  
Free.  
Sunday, May 26.  Sunday lunch and 
movie afternoon: Enjoy a leisurely 
Sunday afternoon at the Germania 
Club.  Lunch served in the restaurant 
from 12-2pm.  Please phone the 
Club office for menu details.  Cost: 
$18.95+tax, Children 5-12 years half 
price. At 2:30 pm: Film in the Banquet 
Hall. Main feature: “So weit die Füsse 
tragen: Zweiteiliger Spielfilm von 2001.  
Die dramatischen Erlebnisse eines 
Russland Heimkehrers.  Gefilmt nach 
einem Roman von Martin Bauer. 
Saturday, June 8: FIFA Women World 
Cup Soccer 2019 from France:  Head 
down to the Germania Club to watch 
the German team in their match 
against China in Rennes.  9:00am.  
Wednesday, June 12: FIFA Women 
World Cup Soccer: Germany vs. Spain 
in Valenciennes.  Game time is 12 noon.  
Monday, June 17: FIFA Women World 
Cup Soccer: Germany vs. South Africa 
in Montpellier.  Game time is 12 noon.  
Sunday, June 30.  Sunday lunch and 
movie afternoon: Lunch served in the 
restaurant from 12-2pm.  Phone the 
Club office for menu details.  Cost: 
$18.95+tax, Children 5-12 years half 
price. At 2:30 pm: Film in the Banquet 
Hall.  Prefilm: “Die Riesen von Berlin”.  
Ein Dokumentarfilm von 2009.  Main 
feature: “Das Haus in Montevideo”.  
Eine moralische Komödie von 1963 mit 
Heinz Rühmann und Ruth Leuwerik.  
Coffee and cake is available at the bar.  

863 King St. East. One block west of 
Sherman – Plenty of free parking.
Call us at 905 549-0513 or visit 
us at www.germaniaclub.ca

For up-to-date info on events, visit the Facebook page “The Sherman Hub”
EVENTS IN MAY AND JUNE


