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I 
never used to pay much 
attention to municipal elections. 
“After all,” I thought, “What 
difference can my vote for 
Mayor, Board of Education 
Trustee, or Ward Councillor 
make? Isn’t it the provincial and 

federal politicians who really matter?”
Nope. It turns out municipal politics 

is where decisions are made which have 
the most direct impact on the quality 
of our day to day lives. Think about it –  
streets, schools, parks, utilities, services, 
businesses, zoning, policing- these are 
all primarily municipal issues decided 
upon by the people we will elect this 
October. If we want our community to 
be vibrant and healthy, we need to be 
asking the right questions between now 
and then, and listening very carefully to 
the answers we are given.

Sometimes it’s not enough to 
be concerned only about our own 
community. We are also an integral 
part of the city as a whole. Sometimes 
neighbourhoods feel and act as if they 
are in competition with each other in a 
zero-sum game as if investment in one 
part of the city necessarily means that 
other parts of the city lose out. But it 
doesn’t have to be that way. If planning, 
budgeting and implementation is done 
well, we all benefit from improvements 
across the city. On the other hand, if 
one part of the city is hurting, it affects 
us all negatively. We need to shift from 
zero-sum game thinking, to pursue 
positive-sum outcomes.

So, if you had the opportunity 
to ask a candidate in the upcoming 
municipal election anything at all, 
what would you ask? My first question 
would be, “What makes a community 

vibrant and healthy?” Then I would ask 
the candidate to describe what a fully 
flourishing Hamilton would be like as 
a whole - not just the mountain, not 
just the lower city, not just the west 
end or the east end, Flamborough, 
Waterdown, Stoney Creek or 
downtown - but the whole city. 

Then I would start asking about 
the things I am hearing discussed 
most often right now in the Sherman 
community. Things which have a direct 
impact on our lives in this part of the 
city, but which are also priority issues 
for the city as a whole. Here’s my list 
of what seems most important as we 
consider how to vote in October:

TransporTaTion
Hamilton already has a Transportation 
Master Plan (available on the City’s 
website), which has 7 components: 
light rapid transit (LRT), bus transit 
(HSR), cycling, walkability, single 
vehicles, goods movement and 
complete streets.

We want to know every candidate’s 
position on each component of this 
plan, because there are few things that 
have as much immediate impact on the 
quality of our daily lives as the way we 
and others get around our city. 

schools
Elementary and Secondary schools 
are being closed all over our city. We 
are told this is because of declining 
enrollment and the need for fewer, 
larger, newer facilities. We are also told 
that the Hamilton Boards of Education 
(both Public and Catholic) are limited 
by provincial funding models. We want 
to know what role elected Trustees, 

Councillors, and the City of Hamilton 
can play in this complicated issue, 
and what can be done to ensure 
high-quality education for everyone 
across the City. We want to know each 
candidate’s position on the need for 
the preservation of neighbourhood 
schools, and the unique programmes 
and community-building opportunities 
they provide.

porT auThoriTy lands 
For decades heavy industry was the 
foundation of our city’s economy, but 
times have changed. There is still a 
place for heavy industry, but should 
that be the only way the land north 
of Burlington St. is used? What many 
of us don’t realize is that our City 
government actually has very little 
say as to what happens along our 

waterfront. Those lands are owned by 
the Hamilton Port Authority, a federal 
agency whose primary concerns are not 
likely to include truck traffic through 
adjacent neighbourhoods, noise and 
odours, or impacts on the beauty of 
our city. We want to know what every 
candidate envisions for these lands, 
and what they will do to influence the 
decisions of the Port Authority.

safeTy 
There’s no such thing as a perfectly safe 
neighbourhood, but when a healthy 
awareness of vulnerability and risk 
becomes a lingering feeling of threat, its 
accompanying fear sucks the health and 
vitality out of a community. We want 
to know how each candidate intends to 
address safety issues, particularly for the 
most vulnerable in our city.

There are many other issues 
candidates need to think through: 
pollution, business development, 
urban intensification vs sprawl, … 
the list goes on. These questions 
need to be considered with an open 
mind to best address the needs 
and aspirations of our City and its 
citizens. Hamilton is a collage of 
unique local communities, but we 

should remember that 
together we are one 
City, an entity that 
we have a relationship 
with regardless of our 
specific local context. 
Whatever happens 
anywhere in our city 
affects us all. We’re 
in this together, so 
between now and 
October, lets make  

sure all candidates realize that. And 
then lets choose well. • 

Greg Reader is a Learning and 
Development Specialist with  
International Teams Canada, and 
Publisher of the Sherman Hub News. 
He and his wife Helen have lived in 
Hamilton with their children, Eryn and 
Daniel for the past 10 years.

 WHAT  
I WANT  
TO 
kNOW…
  by greg reADer

if we want our community to  
be vibrant and healthy, we need  
to be asking the right questions...
and listening very carefully  
to the answers we are given.
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Thanks for all you did for us!!!       June 2, 2014

I met Steve through the Sherman Hub Community Planning meetings. 
When my husband Mark and I decided it was time to consider a move 
within Hamilton we started asking Steve some real estate related questions. 
He was very informed about Hamilton and the Sherman Hub specifically 
and his approach was relaxed and genuine. Steve’s openness and obvious 
desire to get to know us (and not simply sell something to us) was 
refreshing and apparent from the beginning.

Steve was patient with us as we searched for the “perfect” home 
together, even (and especially) when we changed our mind a few times. 
Initially, we thought we wanted to buy a duplex where we would live in one 
unit and rent the other. Steve’s understanding of the legal and municipal 
requirements of this type of property was extensive and impressive. 
Eventually, when we decided that a single family home was better suited for 
us Steve swiftly changed gears with us.

It took a few months before Mark and I figured out exactly what we 
wanted in a house and before our “perfect” home came on the market. Steve 
showed unwavering perseverance to find the right house for us and at 
each stage in the process he focused on what WE wanted and needed. He 
provided just the right amount of guidance and direction.

Steve was an excellent resource to us; when we sent him questions he 
responded quickly with the answer. If we asked him something he didn’t 
have the answer to he would research until he found the answer for us. 
When we asked his opinion about a home he was up front and honest with 
us. Steve became a friend through this process and we saw that he was 
really looking out for us.

We are in our new home now and couldn’t be happier. Steve found us 
a home that matched so perfectly with our wish list. We wouldn’t hesitate 
for a moment to recommend Steve Devisser to anyone considering the 
purchase (or sale) of a home in Hamilton.

Mark and Laura (& Gus) Rzadkowski

 

When I walk around the Sherman Hub, 
I see the bones of what must have once 
been a thriving city, filled with workers 
and shopkeepers, pedestrians bustling 
to the corner market, children walking 
to and from school – a true community, 
rich with human capital; economically 
viable and self-sufficient. I wasn’t here, 
so that’s how I imagine it was like 
before whatever happened to this place 
happened. What I see now are the bones 
of another time; a skeleton wrapped in 
old newspapers. 

But I see potential. 
Maybe not for what was, for we 

can’t go back, but I see the potential for 
something better-even if I don’t know 
what it looks like.

I’ll be blunt about why I see this 
potential. It’s mainly because the cost 
of living is low in this neighborhood 
compared to much of the GTHA. 
There are so many empty spaces crying 
out for any kind of use that would 
bring them back to life. The low 
cost suggests opportunity within our 
neighborhood because it allows people 

to start businesses with less investment 
capital than is required in other places. 
There’s that much less risk to try a new 
business idea.

I’m writing this because I want to 
encourage small and micro businesses 
in the Sherman Hub. I think they are 
the future of this community. I want to 
see anyone with a good idea dive into it, 
throw it out to the world and see where 

it takes them. If a hundred people did 
that and succeeded, the impact to our 
neighborhood could be enormous.

When I say small business, I mean 
very small. I mean businesses that 
consist of one or two people, or even just 
a part-time enterprise for an individual. 
That’s who I’m writing this for. 

For example, I came up with an 
idea for a toast-shaped dog bed, with 
a little pillow that looks like a pat of 
butter. Cute, right? I made one and the 
response was overwhelmingly positive. 
I invested $1500 to make 30 of them, 
to sell online through Etsy. That was a 
year ago. I sold my first 30 beds, made 
my money back, and am now looking to 
make 50 more. This is a very part-time 
business, but it’s fun and I’m learning 
a lot. I feared entrepreneurship, but 
through this experience I’ve learned to 
love it. And I want to share the things 
I’ve learned, so others can try to bring 
their ideas to life, and succeed.

I intend to write a series of articles 
in the coming months. I’d like to 
share some of what I’ve learned 
about marketing, branding and 
communications with neighborhood 
residents who either own small 
businesses or those who hope to. The 

goal is to encourage neighborhood folks 
to give their own small business a try, 
and to support existing businesses by 
providing some food for thought.

I’ve spent this entire article 
talking about what I intend to do, 
without actually providing any useful 
information. I promise I’ll do that in the 
next issue. I’ll leave with a thought for 
those who either have a small business 
or have an idea for one: Describe 
the core idea for your business as 
succinctly as you can. Is it a product, or 
service? What need does it fill for your 
customers? What need does it fill for 
you? What makes it special?

Write the answer down. Then keep 
rewriting it until it’s polished to a shine. 
That statement will lie at the core of 
your marketing efforts and you’ll return 
to it again and again. 

In the next issue I’ll talk about 
branding for small business. • 

Laurence Smink is the founder of Smink 
Creative, a design, branding and marketing 
consultancy. He volunteers with the 
Sherman Hub Community Planning Team 
as Communications Officer. He wants to 
help small businesses in Hamilton thrive 
and grow. Laurence@smink.ca

 SMall BuSineSS Marketing

‘Dem 
 bones
   by lAurence smInk
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I
sn’t it refreshing to have a newspaper which gives us all the opportunity 

to write and read about the wide range of strengths and possibilities to 

be found in our neighbourhood? We have rebecca doll to thank for that 

- no one has put more of their heart and soul into the sherman hub news 

than she has. it’s been a pleasure working with rebecca (the founding 

editor-in-chief of the sherman hub news) for the past three years. i 

remember having many conversations in which she would say something 

like, “i’m tired of all the complaining about problems. let’s help people tell 

their personal stories of creative solutions to problems. let’s highlight what’s 

great about this community!” 

now rebecca is leaving her role with the paper in order to invest 

her energies in new projects. We’ll miss her passion, energy and vision, 

but because she’s such a great recruiter and coach, we have a fantastic 

new editorial team in place. Mel Walther and steve calverley are already 

discussing visions for the next several issues of the paper, and connecting 

with everyone doing the writing, copy editing, layout, ad sales, invoicing,  

and distribution for the sherman hub news.

rebecca, we’re grateful not only for your hard work in starting this paper, 

but even more for the way you put together such a tremendous team to keep  

it going, and bring it to the next level. all the best in your new endeavours – 

and please – set aside some time to keep writing articles for us as well! •

 rebeccA
by greg reADer The Sherman Hub News is published bi-monthly

by the Sherman Hub Community Planning Team.
Delivered door-to-door to homes and businesses from

Wentworth to Gage, Escarpment to the CN tracks north of Barton.
If you would like to join the Hub News team,  

please contact us at shermanhubnews@gmail.com
We would love to have your help.

PublIsher: Greg Reader
executIve eDItor: Mel Walther
ADvIsIng eDItor: Steve Calverley 

mAnAgIng eDItor: kathy Calverley
coPy eDItors: Megan Blancher, Patty Clydesdale, Lesley Cooke  

Proof reADers: Charlie Langsford, Ashley Ross
DesIgn: Michael Erb

lAyout: Megan Blancher
ADvertIsIng mAnAger: Steve DeVisser

InvoIcIng: Loretta Juanzarins
Web eDItor: Naomi kennedy

DIstrIbutIon mAnAgers: Breanna Ehman, Justin St. Louis
DIstrIbutIon suPervIsors (mAy/June Issue):  

Susie Bleasby, Steve Calverley, Chez, Jessica Doherty, Brennan Ehman,  
Don Gauvreau, Cheryl Hobbins and her kids, L’arche and Rev. Lynn Godfrey,  

Darin Martin, Susan Neudorf, Drina Omazic, Bob Penner, Greg Reader,  
Ashley Ross, Justin St. Louis, Deb Stringer, Allan Taylor

Contributors
Greg Reader
David Beland
David Derbyshire
Rebecca Doll
Matthew Green

Joanne kasprzycki
Darin Martin
Bob Morrow
Laurence Smink
Deb Stringer

Heidi Vanderkwaak
Candy Venning
Lynn Watkins
kathy Woo
Bob Wood

The Sherman Community Planning Team is a resident-
led group from the community who bring together neighbours, 
businesses, churches, government, education, and other 
agencies to work together towards our mission of creating a 

great place for us to live, work, learn and raise a family.
We meet monthly to coordinate the many projects and events going on and 

to work towards the realization of our Neighbourhood Action Plan. If you are 
interested in getting involved, please contact us. The more people who get involved, 
the more likely things will get done. For more information about the Planning 
Team, visit our website, email someone on the team, or call our Community 
Developer. We can’t do it without you.

southshermanhub.wordpress.com
Community Developer: David Derbyshire (905) 818-1713; 
dderbyshire@sprc.hamilton.on.ca
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Sherman Hub News founding 
editor-in-chief, rebecca Doll

looking for an opportunity to meet 

your neighbours? Get to know them 

a little while dropping off their 

neighbourhood newspaper. With each 

issue as more and more people come 

out to help deliver the sherman hub 

news to their neighbours, more and 

more people become connected by 

this simple task. Make the hub news 

your gift to your neighbours and join 

us in delivering it.  

contact Breanna ehman
breanna.ehman@rogersblackberry.net 
or call (905) 741-5263

It’s the people 
you meet  
each day...

Neighbourhood Conversations Continue 

Online.
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As quickly as you can blink, our 
everlasting winter has left, to be 
replaced at first with a whole lot of 
rain and then scorching hot days. 
Our little farm enterprise, entering 
its second year, is well under way. 
Yesterday, the first of the potato shoots 
broke through their mounds. Batch 
#1 of our onions is about 4-5 inches 

tall and a beautiful rich green. The last 
several days have been a mad flurry of 
rototilling, planting, fiddling with the 
irrigation system and above all, planting 
and transplanting as much as possible. 
Given that Weathervane Farms is 
a sustainable organic venture, our 
planting includes careful placement of 
certain crops in certain areas to ensure 

that a crop rotation schedule can be 
started. Rotating your crops year to year 
lessens the occurrence of diseases, both 
fungal and bacterial, as well as ensuring 
a healthy soil. 

The folks who come out to aid us 
at the beginning of each and every 
season, and throughout, are our secret 
weapon. The help we have received 
from friends and family volunteering 
their time has been enormous! Three 
weekends in a row, we have had a farm 
full of folks digging in compost, laying 
drip, planting, and putting up our 
hoop-house structure. These communal 
efforts are one of the reasons why I 
love growing food; working side by side 
with folks who are very much enjoying 
themselves and learning where their 
food comes from. During the season, 
two or three pairs of hands can do the 

work of harvesting and maintenance. 
Due to the relatively short growing 
season in Canada, it is crucial to 
plant both seeds and transplants 
immediately following the last frost, 
which traditionally is the long weekend 
in May. This way, the vegetables have 
as long a season as possible to grow 
in. Next to eating the fruits of our 
labours and watching the incredible 
sunsets from our little plot, the yearly 
influx of friendly volunteers is one 
of the highlights of this work. We are 
supremely grateful to you yet again, our 
dear friends and volunteers! For those 
of you who don’t know of a farmer who 
could use your help, finding one will 
be well worth your while. You may get 
your boots muddy, but I promise you 
will have fun doing it! See you at the 
Farmers Market, folks! •

Community Man, Bob Assadourian, runs for Hamilton City Council
HAMILTON, Ontario – Bob Assadourian is a hardworkingman who was born and raised in Hamilton and has dedicatedmuch of his time to fight for the rights of his neighbors and fellow citizens. As a home improvement
contractor, he has strived to teach the public how to avoid contractor scams and to set a standard for the city of Hamilton.
After years of advocating for the rights of others in his community, Bob Assadourian is taking another route by running forWard 3 Councillor in Hamilton, Ontario. Instead of complaining about challenged government
policies in making changes for the rights of its citizens, the native Hamiltonian is taking matters into his own hands. Bob Assadourian is confident he will make positive changes by running for city council himself.
Bob’s main platform is communication. As a ward 3 councillor, Bob intends to walk door to door in steel toe boots on a mission to engage face-to-face communications with all residents in his ward. He is willing to visit
people at their homes or business for a coffee or just to chat with the citizens outside the door. Bob is amaster listener and communicator. He has always beenwilling to help people and has stepped up to the plate when
needs have risen. As the peoples elected official, he will bring residents concerns to council in a loud and passionate voice. Helping fellow citizens is more than a promise-it is his nature.
Already, he has proven to be a great communicator in his industry and in the media concerning his agenda on citizen’s rights. Not only is he able to express his goals clearly, he is also an open

listener. For over a decade the long term success of his business, Triple R Inc. And of his Home Improvement Television show/brand of “Just Ask Bob” now in its sixth year on Cable 14, can be credited
to his ability to really listen to his clients and teach by example. He plans to take his communication and listening skills to the next level and become a caring councillor of the City of Hamilton.
Bob Assadourian will regularly meet with his constituents to understand their needs. As the people’s elected official, he will be their voice on the city council, fighting for their rights.
The Ward 3 candidate has been very involved in the community throughout the years. Dedicating his time, Bob has strived to teach fellow citizens how to protect their rights and avoid crooked and overcharging
contractors. As host of “Just Ask Bob,”a home improvement show on Cable 14 in Hamilton and on Toronto’s XS Network as“Just Ask Bob LIVE”, Mr. Assadourian donates his time to raise awareness about contractor scams.
He also empowered viewers to perform jobs themselves in his DIY (do-it-yourself ) demonstrations.“Just Ask Bob”furthermore appeared as a column in the Silver andGoldMagazine and the Business & ConstructionTimes
Newspaper. Bob wrote the columns pro-bono, offering expert advice about his industry, and promoting the fair treatment of senior citizens, homeowners, and business owners.
Since 2010, Bob has volunteered for the Industry-Education Council of Hamilton (IEC). Through the organization, he has been able to help high-risk students. From 2011-2013, he was a board member of the City of
Hamilton Trade Exams. His responsibilities included grading and administering the Hamilton Master Building Repair Contractors License.
Bob Assadourian has been a long-time supporter of the Ontario March of Dimes. In 2007, he donated his time and the work of his employees to a March of Dimes project. He was able to participate in a joint renovation
of a home for the family of a five-year-old girl with disabilities. He also solicited materials from Home Depot for the project. Since the 2009 publishing of the book he co-authored, A Contractor You Can Bring Home to
Mom, he has donated all proceeds to the March of Dimes.
About Bob Assadourian:
BobAssadourianwas born in Hamilton, grew up on Cannon Street, and attended Sir John A.MacDonald High School. He is a devoted husband and a dedicated father of two boys. His successful home renovation business,
Triple R Inc., is located in Hamilton and encompasses projects within the district. Bob works day in and day out inWard 3. Donating his time to teach others about their rights as homeowners and business owners, he is a
strong advocate for the citizens of Hamilton. To learn more about the candidate, visit www.forabetterward3.com or simply pick up the telephone and give Bob a call at (905) 929-8511.

VOTE FOR BOB ASSADOURIAN
ForWard3Councillor

Hamilton,OntarioElections2014

The local contractor and long-time defender for
the rights of homeowners and business owners
will make a greater difference and be the best

man forWard 3 Councillor in 2014.

As JohnMaxwell stated, “A leader is one who knows the way, goes the way, and shows the way.” I am that man.

Constituents are encouraged to spread theword about Bob’s campaign.They can connectwith himonYouTube, Facebook, LinkedIn andTwitter.

FOR IMMEDIATERELEASE
FEBRUARY21,2014 INTEGRITY,PASSION,RESULTS
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Small-scale Organic 
Farming...
The volunteer makes a difference. 
by JoAnne kAsPrzyckI

 k itchen gardener
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T
he Blakely 
Neighbourhood is 
bound by Sherman 
and Gage Avenue, 
and runs from 
Main Street to the 
mountain. 

Lois Menzies was born in 1920. 
She has lived in Blakely all her life 
and has many memories to share.

She is a founding member of 
the Hamilton Genealogical Society, 
a founding member The Friends 
of Gage Park, as well as a lifelong 
member of Ryerson United Church.

Lois recalls when starting school 
at Adelaide Hoodless in 1926, 
the Electric Railway ran down the 
centre of Maplewood, then called 
Maple Avenue. It ran up Gage and 
along Lawrence Road (Blakely’s 
LRT). Before she graduated to Delta 
Secondary, it had stopped running 
(1931). She also remembers when 
Central Avenue was changed to Afton 
Avenue, and Maple Avenue was 
changed to Maplewood in the 1940s. 
This was due to Gage Park cutting 
the streets off from their counterparts 
to the east. The city limit was at 
kenilworth Avenue at the time.

When growing up, she recalls there 
were many factories and businesses 
along the rail line employing well over 
a thousand people. Almost all the 
workers lived in Blakely. The main 
employer was Mercury Mills at 430 
Cumberland. The site is now a town 
house and apartment complex. Lois’ 
mother and two aunts worked in the 
factory on piecework. Her father, 
George Menzies, worked in the garage 

behind the plant. He looked after, 
and drove, president Howard (H.G.) 
Smith’s Cadillac. Mr. Smith’s wife 
Marjorie took a liking to Lois and 
gave her a necklace, which she still 
has today. She tells me the Smiths 
lived in a big house at the Delta where 
McDonalds stands today.  

Her first marriage was in 1941 to 
Tom Tressam. He lived at 15 Maple 
Avenue. Two months later, his fighter 
plane was lost in the North Sea during 
the Battle of Britain. Since he was not 
found, the law would not allow her 
remarry for seven years. Lois’ second 
husband, Douglas Brown, worked 
for a number of years at Brooks Oil 
Company at 461 Cumberland, just 
west of the tracks, and then took a 
job as a City Inspector. Across the 
tracks from Brooks Oil was Lang’s 
candy factory, which is now a parking 
lot. Across the road from Brooks, at 
468 Cumberland, was the Tresidder 
Cardboard Box Company that made 
packaging for Mercury Mills. It is now 
Paper Box Studios.  

On Gage and Maplewood, where 
the Teras Shevchenko Home now 
stands, was Wagstaffe Jams. She 
remembers how it sweetened the air 
through the neighbourhood. At twelve 

noon, the whistle would blow and the 
workers would scurry home for lunch. 
At one o’clock the whistle would blow 
again, summoning everyone back to 
work. South of Wagstaffe Jams was the 
Eggo plant that made powdered eggs.                               

Blakely was a self-contained 
community with its own stores. 
There was Carroll’s Groceries 
at Prospect and Maplewood, 
now Maplewood Grocery.

There was also Lorne 
Variety at Lorne and 
Afton, and Hawthorne 
Variety at Cedar and Afton. 
For entertainment, Lois 
remembers the bowling alley 
at Maplewood and Albert in 
the basement of the apartment 
building. Vines now block the 
words in the stone. The Delta 
Theatre was a short walk  
and a Saturday matinee was 
ten cents. Gage Park offered 
band concerts, sports and 
winter skating.

Lois has seen the transition 
of the Blakely neighbourhood 
from industrial to  mainly a 
residential community and has 
lived through those and many 
more changes.

My wife, Heather, and I always 
enjoy our visits with our long time 
friend. We will all be celebrating her 
ninety-fourth birthday in July.  

Happy Birthday Lois, and many 
more to come! •

Last year, the Hamilton Community 
Legal Clinic began a collaborative 
journey with Aboriginal agencies and 
networks to build relationships based 
on respect and trust.  

Our goal is to provide culturally 
respectful and appropriate legal services 
to Aboriginal clients.

To achieve this goal, Lyndon George 
was hired last fall as the Clinic’s 
Aboriginal Justice Coordinator and as 
the lead for this initiative. Lyndon is 
an Ojibway member of the kettle and 
Stoney Point First Nations.

With the guidance of an Advisory 
Committee, the project has been 
gaining momentum over the spring. 

A highlight was the Welcoming 
Ceremony that took place at the 
Celebration of Growth Community 
Social, an annual event hosted by the 
Professional Aboriginal Advocacy and 
Networking Group. 

At this ceremony, Clinic Executive 
Director Hugh Tye was presented 

with an eagle feather brought to the 
event from Northern Ontario by 
Hollee George Tijerina. When one 
receives an eagle feather, one is being 
acknowledged with gratitude, love and 
ultimate respect. The eagle feather can 
be found in our reception area and is 
available as needed by those who use 
our services.

Another highlight of the 
Welcoming Ceremony was the 
announcement of the official 
name of the Aboriginal Project. A 
contest had been held with entrants 
required to come up with a name 
in both English and an Aboriginal 
Language indigenous to Canada (e.g. 
English and Mohawk, or English and 
Ojibway). The name YÉN: TENE, 
submitted by Rebecca Doreen, was 
selected from many entries.

“YÉN: TENE is a Mohawk phrase 
meaning ‘you and I will go there 
together.’ The pronunciation is similar 
to Yawn DeNay, with the emphasis on 

Nay”, Hugh Tye told the large crowd 
that had assembled at the Ukrainian 
Cultural Centre.

This was the first time that a non-
Aboriginal agency was given time at 
the Social, and the first time that such 
a welcome had taken place. Drummers 
led Clinic staff and Board members in 
a round dance, with the community 
dancing around our circle so that 
hands could be shaken and all present 
could meet one another.

More information on YEN: TENE 
can be found at hamiltonjustice.ca/
aboriginal-justice.php

ART ExHIBIT
Earlier in the month, the Clinic 
partnered with Sisters in Spirit to 
host an innovative art exhibit entitled 
“A Tribute to Missing and Murdered 
Aboriginal Women in Canada.”

Sisters in Spirit, an initiative led 
by the Native Women’s Association 
of Canada (NWAC), researched the 

high incidences of violence against 
Aboriginal women. Their research 
found that in Canada, Aboriginal 
women are five to seven times more 
likely than non-Aboriginal women to 
die as a result of violence. 

Thirteen young Aboriginal women 
from the NYA: WEH Aboriginal 
Student Centre at Sir John A. 
MacDonald created painted sculptures 
to pay tribute to specific missing and 
murdered Aboriginal women.

Earlier in the month, Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police 
Commissioner Bob Paulson 
announced that nearly 1,200 aboriginal 
women have been murdered or gone 
missing in Canada in the past 30 years. 
Most of those women — about 1,000 — 
were murder victims. •

Bob Wood is a Community Worker  
at Hamilton Community Legal Clinic/
Clinique juridique communautaire  
de Hamilton.

AborIgInAl InItIAtIves 
by bob WooD

 The Blakely Neighborhood  
Past and Present, as seen  
through the life and times  
of Mrs. Lois Brown 
by DAvID belAnD

 coMMunity law

 hiStory in the huB

lois tressam (brown), in 1943, standing  
in a victory garden where  
206 maplewood would be built
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HARRRP has seen a joyful spring of new 
beginnings. From the inaugural concert 
of the Hamilton Sings! Community 
Choir on Mother’s Day, to the building 
of the long-awaited ramp at St. Peter’s, to 
a new batch of students and participants 
in all the classes and clubs, it’s been a 
busy year so far.  

I am amazed at how easy it is to make 
connections at HARRRP. In the last 
week, two people I know found work 
through networking at HARRRP; one 
semi-deliberately, as part of a job finding 
club, and another completely by accident 
during martial arts classes.

But that’s nothing compared to the 
friendships and stories I’ve experienced 
during my time there. My friend Lynn 
met her voice coach through choir at 
HARRRP, and now her words are being 
published online, in this paper, and 
heard throughout the community.

Personally, HARRRP has helped 
me through some difficult times. I have 
been worried about a sick loved one half 
a province away, and at times highway 
401 has felt like my best and only friend.

My aikido sensei has given me the 
strength to look at my challenges in a 
different way. He’s shown me that I have 
a community that cares for me and lifts 
me to be my best. He reminds me that I 
am strong and that if I give my energy to 
positive thoughts, actions and words, I 
will experience a positive result.

My friend Casey does ceramics at 
HARRRP and also recently started 
aikido. Last night she achieved several 

goals, including a complicated forward 
and back roll which she had never tried 
before. Her excitement and joy were 
contagious to all of us in the dojo, as 
we felt our hard work pay off in our 
individual and group successes.  

Mary has recently overcome some 
challenges in her life, and brings her 
fighting spirit to the dojo at HARRRP. 
“At least I am doing something good for 
myself”, she says, “and plus, it’s a lot of 
fun”.  

Laurie has been doing a dance class 
on Tuesday nights, and I was chatting 
with her recently about a cancelled 
class. “I think I might just go down to 
HARRRP anyway”, she said. “You know, 
just spend some time and see everyone”.

HARRRP makes it easy for us to 
bring out the best in each other. I’ve 
seen it in every class, group, and club 
I’ve been to – and I’ve been to a lot.  

Many of HARRRP’s groups have 
decided to generously give back to 
HARRRP in return for all it gives 
to us. Hamilton Sings! Community 
Choir hosts several fundraising events, 
including a night of busking at Art 
Crawl on June 13 and a concert at 
ManoRun Organic Farm on June 21. 
We all harvest the fruit from the seeds 
planted by groups like this.

We can all look forward to exciting 
new seasons at HARRRP, including 
the annual Garden Party on August 21 
at Christ Church Cathedral. For more 
information, please visit www.harrrp.ca. 
Hope  to see you there! •

 New Beginnings             
by Deb strInger

 harrrp

This year, we’ve divided the Hub  
into three ‘Zones’ and on July 5th  
we will be focusing our clean up  
efforts on the area north of Main,  
between Sherman and Gage. 

Save the date for our Fall Clean-Up  
on September 20th - we’ll meet in 
Powell Park and work together to 
clean up the north-west part of the 
Hub. 

Sherman hub

SuMMER Clean-Up
Saturday, July 5th 
10am-Noon
Meet at Scott Park to pick up gloves, bags and graffiti wipes. You can 
choose to clean up the park, or claim a few blocks in the area to walk 
and pick up litter. Everyone is invited to participate!

Meet at the Scott Park baseball diamond 
at the corner of Melrose and King Street 

East. Free parking behind the arena.

T
he Sherman Hub Community Planning Team 
(SHCPT) is hosting a Neighbourhood Public 
Meeting Wednesday, July 16th from 7 to 9pm.  
The meeting will bring information from a variety 
of viewpoints as we work to help residents develop 
their own informed opinion about whether or not 
the proposed Garbage Gasification Plant would 

help our neighbourhood be “a great place to live, work, and raise a 
family”. The meeting will be held at 270 Sherman Avenue North.  
The plant is being proposed for construction on port lands at the foot 
of Sherman Avenue North near the Bay.

The gasification plant project is being proposed by Port Fuels 
and Material Services Inc. The financial backer is an equity fund 
organization, Leveraged Green Energy (LGE), Arlington, Virginia, 
USA. LGE hosted an Open House at the Hamilton Steam Museum, 
Thursday, April 17th with Chief Operating Officer, Bob Clark, in 
attendance. It was the concern of the SHCPT that many of the residents 
who attended would not have found the Open House to have provided 
sufficient information and we are pleased to welcome Mr. Clark to 
present the features and benefits of this project and entertain questions 
at this neighbourhood public meeting. We have also invited presenters 
with differing viewpoints who will speak to matters of concern related to 
transportation, storage, and environmental issues. As always, the values 
of our hub are to promote a respectful, open and transparent sharing of 
information and we greatly appreciate all the presenters who are willing 
to share their important information and perspectives.

JoBs | Traffic | GarBaGe sToraGe |  
Green enerGy | Toxic WasTe | ciTy iMaGe

There are many questions. Is this a good thing for our neighbourhood 
and our city, or not? Certainly, the prospect of thirty new jobs in our 
neighbourhood is a good thing. Traffic questions regarding how the 
190,000 tonnes of garbage annually would be delivered to the plant 
remain undetermined, as does the question of where the garbage would 
be stored before processing. (A negative-pressure containment building 
has been mentioned but where would the extracted air be exhausted?) 
Could this new technology be a more responsible way for us to handle 
our waste and could we further improve our reputation as a green 
energy site or would we become known as the destination of other 
people’s garbage? How would that further the trend of our new base 
of educational institutions, healthcare facilities, art & music industry? 
Perhaps most worthy of careful consideration is that this plant has the 
capability of processing toxic waste and while that is not the leading 
application, the door to this future application is being left open.

Please plan to attend this important Neighbourhood Public Meeting. 
The difference between achieving the vision of our neighbourhood 
being “a great place to live, work, and raise a family” is engaged residents.    

Your neighbourhood needs you. •

neIghbourhooD  
meetIng cAlleD  
for WeDnesDAy,  
July 16th regArDIng  

propoSed  
garBage 
gaSification  
plant

Want to learn more about the  
garbage gasification facility proposed  

for our community?
Join your neighbours and our guest speakers on July 16  

for a public meeting to share information  
and ask questions about the proposed facility.

Wednesday, July 16, 7-9pm
270 Sherman Avenue North

BroughT To you By The Sherman huB CommunITy PlannIng Team
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leafBloWers. In my highly 
unscientific poll on Facebook, this 
was everyone’s number 1. No known 
cure for it, but I suggest going into 
the yard at the same time as the user 
conspicuously sweeping, raking, and 
gardening while trying to repeatedly 
have a conversation (cupped hand to 
ear and squinty face on) with your 
neighbor over the noise – they just 
might get the message.
red/oranGe/Black Mulch. 
Nothing in nature is that colour – at 
least nothing on the ground that I’m 
aware of- in this country. Perhaps 
somewhere on the planet there is an 
infectious blob that swallows things 
in its path, leaving behind a trail of 
bright orange woodchips – I sure hope 
not, but you never know right? Also, 

if you are a true believer in artificially 
colored mulch, why not get really 
creative and choose blue or pink, 
perhaps polka dots or stripes?
MoTh Balls. They don’t work & 
do you want your garden to smell like 
that? No, really? They’re pretty toxic for 
kids and the planet in general.  There 
are other solutions for protecting your 
bulbs; my favorite is to plant lots more 
bulbs – too many for a squirrel to choose 
from; I maintain that squirrels get 
confused.  Also certain bulbs, such as 
Alliums, daffodils and Fritillaria don’t 
appeal to them. Tip: don’t turn the 
soil (more on that in another rant), as 
squirrels can smell freshly dug soil, and 
it sets them off in a frenzy of looking for 
the perceived buried peanut – that they 
forgot to eat …. maybe?...I forget

‘ZoMBie skin’. This is my technical 
term for plastic or landscape fabric laid 
across the ground to prevent weeds, 
which is then caught by a snow shovel 
or a bit of wind and spends the next 10 
years flapping about madly. Parts of the 
soil surface flapping in the wind is just 
not natural- period. To protect against 
weeds, plant a garden densely enough 
that there are few to no open spaces (a 
mix of groundcovers, perennials and 
shrubs). This prevents kitties from 
thinking it’s a litter box, and most dog 
owners (and dogs) from thinking it’s a 
lawn/open poop zone. A thick layer of 
natural, undyed cedar mulch is helpful 
in controlling weeds- so is pulling them 
out before they drop seeds everywhere.
herBicide/pesTicide use.  
A huge topic – herbicide use must be 

reserved for emergency use pertaining 
only to certain, very noxious weeds 
such as Poison ivy, Japanese  
knotweed, Dog-strangling vine to name 
but a few. The spray goes  
directly on the leaf and is not used 
broadly. Again, this is for emergency 
use only and to protect habitats where 
manual efforts have failed (the habitat 
is unlikely to include your garden 
unless you live next to a ravine). 
Pesticides are pretty harmful as far  
as I’m concerned. We have been  
in the landscaping business many years 
and haven’t had to use them yet – as 
there are plenty of natural, effective 
methods online for controlling an 
abundance of some bitey bug in  
the yard – including nematodes for 
grubs in the lawn. • 

“Talk it out together and find a 
solution that works for everyone.” 

“Explain how you feel, so the  
other person can understand.”

e
very day I have 
conversations with my 
kids – who are sometimes 
in tears, sometimes flaring 
their nostrils in anger - 
using one or more of the 

above phrases. They are impacted by 
injustice (either causing it or being in 
receipt of it) from their siblings, friends, 
or playmates and their instinct is to 
either fight it out or to leave saddened 
and hurt. 

Their instinct is not to find an 
acceptable compromise or consensus. 
Their instinct is not to voice their 
concerns or to hear another perspective 
and have a sense of empathy. 

Their instinct is either to be hurtful 
or to be hurt – to get their way, or be 
trampled in the path of someone else 
who got their way. And when there is 
a majority of children united against a 
few, the problem is magnified; there is 
very little chance of being heard and 
very little chance of a change of heart. 
With more people pitted against a 
few, the debate becomes polarized, the 
majority is dismissive of the minority 

and the majority uses their superior 
strength to intimidate, influence and 
force. There’s an overused word for 
that: bullying.

As a parent, I want to instill the 
values of sharing and empathy, of 
standing up for something even if you’re 
in the minority, of challenging the status 
quo if it doesn’t align with justice or 
safety for all. I want my kids to find the 
whole truth and listen to other people’s 
perspective. I want them to feel safe 
asking questions in order to make wise 
decisions and in order to do this, I need 
your help. 

Yes - you read that right – I need 
your help! Whether you are sitting on 
your porch with your morning coffee 
or you are reading this at the Good Life 
Deli or at Donairs on Gage, you can 
make a difference in this community. 
You can be a part of raising a whole 
new generation of empathic, caring, 
engaged Hamiltonians. It takes a 
community to raise my children and 
the other children in our community. 
Our example as adults, and how we 
engage with our neighbours, can set a 
precedent for our children.

When you feel anger rising up inside 
and hurtful words about to spill out of 
your mouth – someone cut you off in 
traffic, the neighbours are leaving bags 
of smelly garbage beside their home, 

someone is letting their dog off the 
leash in a park etc. – “talk it out and 
find a solution that works for everyone”. 
Remember that if you’re just angry 
and commiserating with other people 
who feel the same way as you about a 
particular neighbourhood issue, you 
are probably becoming more polarized 
about the subject, more likely to bully 
someone else and shut off the part of 
your brain that could hear their opinion 
the next time you’re challenged.

When there is a dispute and you are 
hurt by words or actions of another, 
kindly “explain how you feel so the other 
person can understand”. They may not 
have meant to hurt or slight you. They 
may dismiss your feelings, but they may 
also change their actions because they 

didn’t mean to offend/hurt/slight you.
Instead of shutting someone out 

because they are different, have a 
different viewpoint, lifestyle, worldview 
or source of income – “Share”. Be 
generous with your smiles, and share a 
kind word. Learn about their differences 
and find something in common.

Will you help me raise my 
children and the other children in 
our neighbourhood by being a caring 
neighbour? By being inclusive of 
everyone in our neighbourhood? By 
stepping up, becoming involved and 
working for positive change? Join me – 
help a neighbour, come to a community 
meeting, bake some cookies for a family 
on your street – you’ll reap the rewards 
of a better community! •

 gArDen Pet Peeves & hoW to fIx them 
by cAnDy vennIng

“Share.” 
   by heIDI vAnDerkWAAk 

 urBan gardener
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I 
am a 2013 Graduate of Parkview 
High School. I’m writing this 
article to tell you about why the 
Parkview School closure is a bad 
and a good idea. 

In all schools we have teachers and 
educational assistants, and closing 
schools creates problems for both the 
staff and students. One bad thing 
about closing schools is that students 
have a hard time adjusting to new 
schools. It is very hard to work in 
a new class and make new friends. 
Some students work better with less 
others around them. Overpopulating 
schools means more bullying and less 
help for the students. Along with the 
students, the teachers will also have it 
rough. Some will lose their jobs, and 
some can’t handle bigger classrooms. 
The educational assistants will also be 
affected because they are meant to help 
a small group of students and not a big 
group. 

Some problems for families include 
not enough money to send students 
to a school far away because of the 
cost of gas, bus fare, other fees and 
mandatory trips. Some students will 
have trouble getting to school, because 
they could get lost on the HSR buses, 
or have trouble using maps, GPS, and 
computers. 

Now for the good news. Students 
can learn from each other and learn to 
adapt to each other. Also teachers can 
learn new teaching methods and learn 
from other teachers. Some bullying 
could stop, not just by students, but 
also teachers and educational assistants 
as well. Also another good thing 
is more classes for those from less 
fortunate schools that had a major cut 
back to supplies and material. All in all 
it seems it’s difficult to decide whether 
or not the school closures are a good 
idea or a bad idea. 

Parkview School means a lot to its 
staff and students. They will not be 
the same once they are split up. This 
School needs and deserves to stay open 
for what it has done for Parkview’s 
community and its family. It made 
a difference in my life, and it has 

made differences in the lives of other 
students and staff and their families 
too. Many of the students who go there 
have mental and physical disabilities 
and receive help that they can’t get 
with other teachers from all the 
Educational Assistants. Other schools 
would never understand as much as 
Parkview does about our disabilities. 

Parkview students won’t be able 
to fit into a regular High School. 
They might want to drop out or they 

might commit suicide from being 
bullied or tormented. Because of how 
they look, the way they are, and the 
previous school they went to. All or 
most of the students couldn’t handle 
regular schools (I couldn’t handle 
a regular school). Parkview gives us 
Food Services, Trade Shops, Drivers 
Ed, and Cosmetology - classes with 
opportunities for us to get jobs. 

The items that are made by 
Parkview’s students are amazing. This 

school is talented. I bought a bulldog 
quilt I helped to make in sewing class 
in 2012, I had thought that I would 
never see it again. 

What about “keep Balsam 
Beautiful”? It makes the Parkview 
Community proud and an even better 
Community, and the School stands out 
from all the rest of the schools. Will 
they continue this in the new school? It 
just won’t be the same. Parkview Staff 
and Students love to give back to their 
community. 

This information is found in a 
Hamilton Spectator article that is 
called Parkview Students Turn Scavenged 
Material into Merchandise, which was 
written May 01, 2014: “The program 
began three years ago with teacher 
and artist Paula Bertollo”. She runs 
the store to sell the student work and 
has students volunteering to get their 
40 hours of community service to 
graduate high school. Principal Paul 
Beattie said he “didn’t have to push 
too hard, to sell the school board on 
continuing the program. He invited 
superintendent Pam Reinholdt to see 
the workspace, which looks like it’s 
filled with garbage, making the final 
products all the more remarkable”. 

In another Spectator Article, “I’m 
not going down without a fight”, Parkview 
student says of organizing school closure 
protest on Feb. 4, 2013, A Parkview 
student, Jordan Williams, says this 
about organizing the school closure 
protest: “I actually got a megaphone, 
so I can verbally do announcements 
over that”. Principal Paul Beattie 
says the message should focus on 
the continuation of programming 
rather than Parkview’s closure in 
June. Whatever happened to freedom 
of speech? I personally think that 
what Jordan has done for Parkview 
is amazing and I want to thank him 
for standing up for what he believes 
in. How many more voices, and 
whose voices, do you need to hear to 
understand how much this school  
is needed by all of its staff, students  
and community?

Parkview is a school that we need. •

Is the Parkview School Closure  
Really Worth it? 
by lynn WAtkIns

With the arrival of summer, concerns 
about long grass and weeds become 
more prevalent. The City of Hamilton’s 
Yard Maintenance bylaw states that 
grass cannot exceed 8”. If there are 
properties with long grass, or issues 
with property standards, they can be 
reported to the City of Hamilton’s 
Municipal Law Enforcement office at 
905-546-2782 or mle@hamilton.ca.  

The Stadium project is proceeding 

on schedule, to be substantially 
completed by the end of July. I 
continue to work with staff in 
responding to parking and road 
issues in the area. I am working with 
the Hamilton-Wentworth District 
School Board, City Council, City 
staff and other stakeholders to see 
how various community needs can be 
accommodated at Scott Park. I really 
appreciate your input and help here.

The “Seven Sundays” summer 
concert series at Gage Park is returning 
this year. Every Sunday, between July 6 
and August 24 from 6pm - 10pm, come 
out to the band shell at Gage Park to 
enjoy a free music concert. For more 
information, visit www.sevensundays.ca.  

I am working with the Barton 
Village BIA on a project to bring 
comprehensive, accessible signage to 
Barton Village. These new signs will  

be fully compatible with smartphones 
and assist those with disabilities. The 
signs are being produced by Signaids, 
a local business on Barton Street. This 
project is to support the BIA’s goal of 
being the most accessible shopping 
district in Hamilton.  

As a reminder, if you need a new or 
replacement blue box, please do not 
hesitate to contact my office and we will 
arrange for one to be delivered to you. •

 WArD 3 uPDAte
by bob morroW, WArD 3 councIllor 
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Purpose 
The overall purpose of the 
Barton & Kenilworth 
Commercial Corridors Study 
is to review existing condi-
tions, identify challenges and 
opportunities along the two 
corridors, and develop visions 
and a strategy for facilitating 
positive change. Study 
elements have included land 
use, urban design, the public 
realm, transportation and 
parking, financial incentive 
programs, and other strategies 
to build momentum towards 
revitalization.  
 
Study Team 
The study is being carried out 
by a team of consultants, led 
by The Planning Partnership 
(planpart.ca). The City of 
Hamilton’s Planning and 
Economic Development 
Department is the overall 
project manager. 
 
Background 
The Barton & Kenilworth 
Commercial Corridors Study 
was initiated by the City of 
Hamilton         following       a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
recognition of the socio-
economic and health-related 
challenges facing the two 
corridors, as well as high 
levels of vacancies and the 
prevalence of illegal and/or 
unattractive commercial-to-
residential conversions.   
 
In addition, the Barton 
Village Business Im-
provement Area (BIA) 
operates along Barton Street 
between Ferguson Avenue 
and Sherman Avenue. The 
BIA’s Strategic Plan makes 
reference to the need for the 
Commercial Corridors Study. 
Finally, Community Planning 
Teams for the Beasley, 
Gibson and Landsdale 
(GALA), Sherman and Crown 
Point neighbourhoods have 
completed detailed Action 
Plans. The GALA and Crown 
Point Community Planning 
Teams in particular have 
established action teams de-
voted to revitalization along 
Barton Street and Kenilworth 
Avenue respectively, and are 
providing input to this study. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Barton & Kenilworth 
Commercial Corridors Study 
was initiated in the Fall of 
2013 and has included a 
number of stakeholder 
meetings and public open 
houses.  
 
Through these consultations, 
the study team has worked 
with the community to 
identify issues, challenges and 
a vision for each corridor, and 
then translated that infor-
mation into draft 
recommendations for the 
community to review and 
provide feedback on. The 
draft recommendations are 
also informed by site visits, an 
analysis of existing built 
form, public spaces, and 
transportation patterns, a 
review of background 
documents, and a commercial 
market analysis. 
 
Based on community 
feedback received at and after 
the March 20, 2014 public 
open house, the need for ad-
ditional community 
engagement was identified, 
particularly regarding what 
land uses should be permitted 
on the ground floor of build-
ings. Since then, the study 
team has met with stakeholder 
groups, including the BIA and 
members of local community 
planning teams in April and 
May.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
An additional public open 
house will also be held on 
July 9, 2014, to review a 
revised set of draft rec-
ommendations in greater 
detail and provide another 
opportunity for information 
sharing and discussions 
before the draft 
recommendations are refined. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Challenges & Opportunities 
During the community 
meetings in November and 
December 2013, participants 
identified a number of 
challenges and opportunities 
facing Barton Street and 
Kenilworth Avenue. Some 
highlights include:  
• Illegal commercial-to-

residential conversions 
and vacant buildings are 
a major reason for the 
derelict appearance of 
both Barton Street and 
Kenilworth Avenue.  

• There needs to be better 
enforcement of property 
standards. 

• Financial incentives are 
an important tool for 
supporting businesses.  

• Streetscaping should 
promote walking and 
cycling, and be used to 
green the corridors.  

• Traffic capacities and 
speeds are too high and 
make the area unsafe and 
unattractive for pedes-
trians and cyclists.  

• Parking fees discourage 
people from visiting the 
area.  

• Many existing buildings 
contribute to the 
character of the street 
and need to be protected. 

• Keep the area inclusive 
and affordable.  

• The planning regime is 
too restrictive; greater 

flexibility is needed to 
facilitate development.  

• Parking requirements 
are too high and are 
deterring development.  

• Everyone has a role to 
play in revitalizing the 
streets, and greater 
coordination is needed 
among residents, 
businesses, organizations 
and the City.  

• There is strong support for 
retaining a commercial 
presence on the ground 
floor along Barton and 
Kenilworth, and a feeling 
that there is a market for 
retail. In particular, the 
focus of commercial 
activity should be on 

businesses that serve the 
neighbourhood.  

• Local stakeholders 
acknowledge there is a 
place for new residential 
development. The 
objective should be to 
focus commercial uses in 
concentrated areas.  

• The block from Sherman 
to Lottridge on Barton has 
vacancies, but the street is 
beautiful. Consider 
requiring retail on the 
ground floor.  

• Avoid creating a 
concentration of social 
service agencies within 
the Barton Village BIA 
area. 

 

Study Area 
 Barton Street between James and Ottawa 
 Kenilworth Avenue between Barton and Main 
 

Barton and Kenilworth Commercial Corridors Study 
Project Update   
About the Project Study Process & 

Stakeholder Engagement 

The content of this update has been prepared by The Planning Partnership and the City of 
Hamilton’s Planning and Economic Development Department, Urban Renewal Section. 

July 9, 2014 



Draft Key Directions 
 
This diagram provides a very 
high level overview of the 
draft recommendations that 
were presented to the 
community on March 20, 
2014. Over 50 draft 
recommendations were made, 
each of which can be 
reviewed on the project 
website at 
www.hamilton.ca/bartonkenilworth 
(scroll down to “Public 
Consultation #2” and click on 
“Information Panels and Draft 
Recommendations”).  
 
There was a great deal of 
support for the majority of the 
draft recommendations, 
however, concerns were 
raised about the proposed land 
use changes. More details on 
the land use recommendations 
for the ground floor of 
buildings, and the 
community’s feedback, is pro-
vided on pages 3 and 4 of 
this insert.  
 
Ground  
Floor Land  
Uses 
 
Vacancies & 
Conversions 
Ground floor vacancies and 
commercial- to- residential 
conversions are prevalent 
along Barton Street and 
Kenilworth Avenue North. 
The vacancies and 
conversions break up the 
continuity of main street 
retail-commercial areas, they 
contribute to a derelict 
appearance, and make it more 
difficult for businesses to 
attract customers.  
 
Commercial Market 
Analysis 
A 2006 Commercial Strategy 
Study prepared for the City of 
Hamilton’s Official Plan 
Review concluded that there 
is an oversupply of 
commercially designated and 
zoned lands in “Lower Ham-
ilton”, below the escarpment 
between Highway 403 and the 
Red Hill valley. This area 
includes Barton Street and 
Kenilworth Avenue.  The 
study found that Lower 
Hamilton had the greatest 
concentration of retail/service 
space in the City, as well the 
highest vacancy rate at 12.7% 
of the inventory. The study 

authors noted that a vacancy 
rate of between 6% and 8% is 
optimal for the retail/service 
market. 
 
In recognition that main 
streets like Barton and 
Kenilworth are in oversupply 
across Hamilton, but are still 
valued for the character and 
conveniences they offer, the 
2006 Study identified 
strategies for revitalizing 
main streets. In terms of 
addressing “retail over 
supply”, the study recognized 
that increasing the residential 
population around main 
streets can provide the double 
benefit of bringing in new 
customers to support 
businesses, while also 
addressing the oversupply of 
commercial space. In terms of 
where retail versus residential 
fits best, the study recognized 
that the commercial core of 
main streets must be 
“identified, protected and 
strengthened”, while 
permitting residential uses on 
the periphery of that core. 
Although each street is 
different, the study reported 
that, “most successful main 
streets are in the range of 400 
to 600 metres”. The findings 

of this study informed the 
development of land use 
policies and designations 
under the Urban Hamilton 
Official Plan. 
 
A commercial inventory and 
analysis completed in October 
2013 for the Barton & 
Kenilworth Commercial 
Corridors Study confirmed 
many of the findings of the 
2006 Study. The analysis 
documents commercial 
vacancy levels of 39% on 
Barton Street and 35% on Ke-
nilworth Avenue (where 
vacancies include empty 
storefronts, as well as 
residential conversions). This 
study also found that 
achievable commercial rents 
are in the range of $600 to 
$900, which is comparable or 
marginally lower that the 
achievable residential rental 
rate for converted commercial 
units. 
 
Implications 
The study team recognizes 
that the community is 
optimistic that Barton Street 
and Kenilworth Avenue are 
making a comeback and will 
be viable commercial main 

streets again in the future. 
While sections of the 
corridors will undoubtedly 
retain their commercial main 
street function, the extent of 
those areas is not likely to be 
the entire 4 km stretch of 
Barton Street or the 1 km 
stretch of Kenilworth Avenue 
within the study area. Within 
this context, the study team 
has been tasked with 
reconsidering the ground floor 
land use framework. 
 
• Along Barton and 

Kenilworth, where should 
residential uses only be 
permitted above the 
ground floor, to support a 
continuous commercial 
frontage at street level?  

• In addition to commercial 
uses, where should 
residential uses be 
permitted on the ground 
floor of buildings on 
Barton and Kenilworth? 

 
The objective is to identify 
the best solution that will 
contribute to the 
revitalization of the two 
corridors, and the viability 
of businesses. 



Planning Context – Official Plan,  
Zoning By-law and Community Improvement Plan 
 
The Official Plan contains 
policies and maps that are 
used to guide development by 
identifying where and under 
what circumstances certain 
types of lands uses can be 
located.  Official Plan policies 
are implemented through the 
Zoning By-law and other 
planning tools such as Site 
Plan Control and the 
Community Improvement 
Plan.   
 
The new Urban Hamilton 
Official Plan (UHOP) was 
adopted by Council in July 
2009 and approved by the 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing in March 2011.  
The Ontario Municipal Board 
issued a decision in August 
2013 declaring the UHOP to 
be in force and effect except 
for specific policies, 
schedules, maps or 
appendices that remain under 
appeal.  Those appeals do not 
affect the Commercial 
Corridors Study area.   
 
Applicable Land Use 
Designations under the 
Official Plan 
The main designation along 
the two corridors is ‘Mixed 
Use Medium Density’. It 
provides for a variety of 
commercial, residential and 
institutional uses in single 
purpose or mixed use 
buildings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sections of the Mixed Use 
Medium Density designation 
are also subject to a 
‘Pedestrian Predominant 
Streets’ overlay, intended to 
foster an active and visually 
stimulating walking and 
shopping environment by 
creating a continuous 
commercial frontage where 
residential use is not 
permitted on the ground floor 
of a building facing the street.  
 
The Pedestrian Predominant 
Streets overlay is applied to 
Barton       Street       between,  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wellington and Sherman, and 
to Kenilworth Avenue North 
between Barton and Main 
Street. 
 
The ‘Neighbourhoods’ 
designation permits 
residential uses as well as 
local commercial uses, 
community facilities and 
parks intended to serve the 
local residents. It is applied, 
for example to the fire station 
and Woodlands Park on the 
north side of Barton Street 
between Wentworth and 
Sanford;  and to Barton Street  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
between Sherman and 
Lottridge where the Official 
Plan allows (but does not 
require) local commercial 
uses to be provided in a main 
street configuration with 
residential above.   
 
The ‘Institutional’ designation 
coincides with the Hamilton 
General Hospital and the 
Regional Detention Centre. 
 
 
 
 
 

Zoning By-law – 
In Transition 
The Zoning By-law 
implements Official Plan 
policy by placing each 
property in a land use zone.  
Each zone contains more 
detailed regulations that 
control the size, height and 
location of buildings and 
permitted uses, parking and 
landscape requirements. 
   
The City is preparing a new 
Zoning By-law with updated 
zones to conform with the 
policies of the new Official 
Plan. It will consolidate into 
one document six zoning by-
laws that have remained in 
effect since the amalgamation 
of the former Region of 
Hamilton-Wentworth into the 
new City of Hamilton in 
2001.  The new Zoning By-
law 05-200 has been 
introduced in stages, with 
Downtown Hamilton, 
Institutional, Industrial, Parks 
and Open Space zones 
complete.   
 
The zoning affecting the 
Study area therefore will 

change as new commercial 
and residential zones are 
introduced.  City staff 
prepared preliminary draft 
commercial zoning in 2010, 
however that work was halted 
while the Official Plan 
remained under appeal and is 
likely to be modified.  City 
staff will be addressing 
commercial and residential 
zones in 2015 after 
completing the new rural 
zones.  The Commercial 
Corridors Study will provide 
input to that process. 
 
The Study area is currently 
subject to Hamilton Zoning 
By-law 6593, aside from a 
small number of properties 
now with an Institutional or 
Park zone under the new 
Zoning By-law.  Most 
property along Barton Street 
and Kenilworth Avenue North 
is currently subject to the H 
District Zone which permits 
commercial uses with a 
limited amount of residential 
uses; ground floor residential 
uses are only permitted under 
very restricted conditions.  
 

Compared to past Official 
Plan policies, and legacy 
zoning that temporarily 
remains in place, the new 
Official Plan and future 
zoning that will implement it 
allows greater flexibility for 
redevelopment.  The Mixed 
Use Medium Density and 
Neighbourhoods designations 
continue to allow commercial 
uses along Barton Street and 
Kenilworth Avenue, while 
introducing additional 
opportunity for a broader 
variety of uses than in the 
past, either in single use or 
mixed use buildings.  New 
uses may either be in the form 
of conversions or new 
purpose-built buildings. 
 
Community 
Improvement Plan 
A Community Improvement 
Plan provides the legal 
framework for City programs 
and financial incentives that 
support the development and 
rehabilitation of land and 
buildings within designated 
Community Improvement 
Project Areas (CIPA).   

In 2007, Barton Street and 
Kenilworth Avenue within the 
Commercial Corridors Study 
area were designated as 
CIPAs so that the Commercial 
Corridor Housing Loan and 
Grant Program could be 
offered to support the 
construction or renovation of 
upper storey residential units.  
The Community Improvement 
Plan was amended in 2013 to 
provide additional financial 
incentive programs to the 
Barton Street – Kenilworth 
Avenue study area.   
 
A comprehensive review of 
the Community Improvement 
Plan is planned for 2015, 
which will consider the 
Commercial Corridors Study 
recommendations regarding 
financial incentives.  The 
Study will consider what 
additional/amended programs 
may be required specific to 
Barton Street and/or 
Kenilworth Avenue North in 
order to foster redevelopment. 



Reconsidering a New Ground Floor Land Use Framework 
 
First Draft Proposal 
The study team was tasked 
with identifying core areas 
where a continuous retail 
commercial streetscape exists 
and/or is desirable, and to 
ensure that City policy helps 
to facilitate revitalization 
rather than act as a barrier to 
redevelopment.  In 
considering whether any 
changes are needed to the ex-
isting land use designations 
under the Urban Hamilton 
Official Plan, the application 
of the Pedestrian Predominant 
Streets overlay has become a 
key issue.  
 
To determine where 
residential uses should and 
should not be permitted on the 
ground floor, the study team 
developed the following 
criteria: 
• Create a concentrated 

retail core to support the 
viability of businesses 

• Continue to emphasize the 
main street built form 
where it currently exists 

• Retain retail in proximity 
to activity-generating uses 
and areas (e.g. 
institutional uses) 

• Facilitate linkages to the 
Downtown 

• Leverage municipal 
parking lots 

• Provide the greatest 
flexibility to redevelop 
non-main street sites (i.e. 
larger parcels, under-
utilized sites, and areas 
that are unattractive to and 
hostile to pedestrians) 

• Acknowledge existing 
vacancies, conversions, 
and market demand 

 
Options considered include: 
A Retain the designations as 
they are in the Urban 
Hamilton Official Plan 
B Extend the Pedestrian 
Predominant Streets overlay 
that prohibits residential use 

on the ground floor of 
buildings facing the street 
C Reduce the extent of the 
Pedestrian Predominant 
Streets overlay that prohibits 
residential use on the ground 
floor of buildings facing the 
street 
D Break up the Pedestrian 
Predominant Streets overlay, 
e.g. by focusing on pockets of 
commercial and corners 
 
Based on a background 
review of existing conditions, 
market analysis and feedback 
received, the options and 
criteria, on March 20, 2014 
the study team presented a 
draft proposal to the 
community that identified 
Option C as a preferred alter-
native.      
 
A Revised Draft Proposal 
As described below, there was 
concern from the community 
with respect to reducing the 
area where residential uses are 

prohibited on the ground 
floor. Further discussions 
were held with community 
members in May 2014, which 
informed the development of 
a revised draft proposal for 
ground floor land uses along 
Barton Street and Kenilworth 
Avenue North, as well as 
complimentary recommen-
dations, such as the need to 
manage the potential 
displacement of existing 
residents who reside in ille-
gally converted storefronts.  
 
The revised proposal was still 
under development at the time 
this publication was being 
prepared; however, it is 
expected to be posted on the 
project website in late June, at 
www.hamilton.ca/bartonkenilworth   
 
The revised draft proposal 
will be presented to the 
community at the July 9th 
public open house. 
 

 
Key Messages from the Community Regarding the Land Use Framework 
 
During the March 20th public 
open house, the community 
shared a number of key 
messages with the study team, 
including: 
 
• Promote a positive vision 

for the future of the 
corridors 

• Adopt a balanced 
approach for stimulating 
investment in the corridor 
that emphasizes both the 
revitalization of existing 
buildings and 
redevelopment 

• Recognize the central 
role of local residents 
and businesses (versus or 
alongside outside in-
vestors) in revitalizing the 
corridors, particularly 
with regard to developing 
new businesses and social 

enterprises that make use 
of storefronts 

• Focus the City’s efforts on 
reducing the cost of 
development through 
incentive programs, 
minimizing “red tape”, 
enforcing property 
standards, and 
addressing vacant proper-
ties and properties in tax 
arrears 

 
Barton Street 
 
• Support commercial 

uses on the ground floor 
of buildings west of 
Lottridge  

• Residential conversions 
already detract from the 
commercial vitality of the 
corridor 

• Allowing residential uses 
on the ground floor of 
buildings amounts to 
‘giving up’ on the 
commercial potential of 
the corridor, and threatens 
built heritage (i.e. 
specifically between 
Wentworth and Lottridge) 

• Focus on promoting 
commercial storefronts, 
rather than permitting 
more residential uses on 
the ground floor 

• The land use mix should 
be balanced to reflect 
need (i.e. demand), 
because there are too 
many empty storefronts 

• Greater residential density 
will support businesses 

• Residents should be 
involved in determining 
what land uses are 

permitted along the 
corridor 

 
Kenilworth Avenue 

 
• Residential uses should 

not be permitted on the 
ground floor of buildings 
on Kenilworth Avenue 
between Barton Street and 
Cannon Street  

• The City should focus its 
efforts on promoting 
commercial storefronts 

• There is concern over the 
negative impact of 
residential conversions on 
the commercial vitality of 
the corridor, as well as the 
look of the street  

• Residential uses above the 
ground floor are 
supported 

 

For more information, visit www.hamilton.ca/bartonkenilworth to review the study team’s work-
in-progress, including the draft proposals from March 20th, and the revised proposals that will be 
discussed at the July 9th public open house.   

Attend the public open house: 
Wednesday, July 9, 2014 
6:00 p.m. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 58 
1180 Barton Street East 
(across from the Centre on Barton) 
 
Please direct questions or 
comments to:  
Alan Waterfield 
City of Hamilton Planning and 
Economic Development Dept., 
City Hall 71 Main St W 
Hamilton ON L8P 4Y5  
905-546-2424 x1251 
Alan.Waterfield@hamilton.ca 

 
Additional Opportunity for 
Public Input 
 
The Barton & Kenilworth 
Commercial Corridors Study 
will be presented to the 
General Issues Committee of 
Council (GIC), targeted for 
September 4, 2014. 
 
Recommendations that may 
come forward from the   
Study related to land use are 
likely to have implications for 
the future rezoning process 
and Official Plan policy.   

 
Recommendations related to 
the City’s financial incentives 
may require an amendment to 
the Community Improvement 
Plan.  Amendments to the 
Official Plan, Zoning By-law 
and Community Improvement 
Plan must follow a legislated 
process under the Planning 
Act that includes additional 
opportunities for public input.   
 
Relevant recommendations 
contained in the Study will 
also be considered through 
those   processes,   prior   to  a  

 
decision being made by City 
Council on those issues, 
beyond the September 4, 2014 
GIC meeting.   
 

Next Steps 
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F
or the past few months 
a group of neighbours 
living in the Barton 
St. corridor have been 
coming together to get 
to know each other and 
identify and share the 

joys and tribulations of living in the 
corridor, breaking the invisible barriers 
that keep us apart. On the last Friday 
evening of each month, Walter and Liz 
our host and hostess with “the mostest” 
have provided us with a welcoming 
space and along with the assistance 
of Tara, a neighbour on Beechwood, 
they have distributed flyers on the 
streets adjacent to Barton inviting 
neighbours to come out and meet one 
another. This is not an Action Team or 
a Neighbourhood Association (not that 
there is anything wrong with those), but 
just a social opportunity to build on the 
assets that exist in this corridor. Those 
that attend vary from business owners 
on Barton, to the long term residents 
of the neighbourhood, to the working 
girl who stops by briefly to warm up in 
the winter to get a coffee and an all too 
rare, hello and welcome.

During the harsh winter months 
Walter and Liz opened their doors and 
invited us into 767-769; and despite 
the coldest winter in over a decade, 
one little corner of Barton was warm, 

cozy and welcoming. Now that the 
weather has improved and the warm 
breezes of summer are upon us, we have 
adjourned to the back alley and can be 
found from 5 pm onward sitting under 
a canopy shared by Rebecca the upstairs 
tenant (and Community Developer 
extraordinaire).

There is no agenda, no minutes, or 
attendance taken (again not that there 
is anything wrong with those parts of 
how we do things in other places, but 
it is not what we are encouraging here). 
Plain and simple it is a neighbourhood 
sharing and caring about each other.  
Each week someone (or two or three) 
brings a favorite recipe to share with 
those who arrive sometimes with the 
weight of the week on their shoulders, 
but after a warm welcome and the 
conversation of neighbours they soon 
realize this is a welcoming space in 
which to share and get to know their 
neighbours.

So if on the last Friday of the month 
you find yourself dragging your butt 
and looking for a place where after a 
visit or two everyone will know your 
name, stop by the alley behind 767 
Barton and you will be welcomed by a 
group of your neighbours who think 
caring and sharing is the way to make 
the Barton Corridor a better place to 
live, work and raise a family. •

ssssh, somethIng 
DIfferent  
Is hAPPenIng  
on bArton…
DAvID DerbyshIre 

There is an interesting relationship 
between blame and engagement, 
and it’s inversely proportional.

asset-Based community 
development is about focusing 
and building on the strengths of a 
community. it is not about assigning 
blame, or hiding from issues and 
pretending they don’t exist. it’s not 
always easy to take an asset-based 
approach to things.

one way to think about it is to 
focus on the issue and not on the 
people. This works whether we’re 
talking about aerotropolis, safe 
streets, or revitalizing Barton. an 
interesting thing happens in our 
minds when we apply blame: we 
start to feel like our work is done. 
The mental effort of agreeing 
that so-and-so is to blame, seems 
to relieve us of the burden of 
responsibility and we disengage 
from the process (except perhaps to 
convince others to also blame so-
and-so).

and thus spreads the 
disengagement.

The more we blame, the less we 
do, mainly because our brains think 
we’ve already done everything we 
can. it’s for this reason that we at the 
sherman hub news try really hard to 
focus on the issues rather than the 

people: because we WanT you to 
become engaged.

Try it yourself next time you’re 
reading or watching the news. how 
many of those stories make you 
feel like things are a done deal, 
packaged up neatly, and someone 
else’s fault? how often do you hear 
about an issue and then get involved 
by lending your time or skills to the 
effort? i’d say it’s a near certainty 
that any issue out there has a group 
of people already mobilizing to 
create change, and most of them 
would love your help - even if it 
looks like a done deal. and if no one 
is taking action, maybe you can.

focusing on issues is a skill. it 
can be learned. focusing on blame 
is a habit. it can be broken. here’s 
a fun way to practice for the whole 
family: start a loonie jar. every 
time someone in the family blames 
instead of focusing on the issue, that 
person puts a loonie in the jar. at the 
end of the month, year, or whatever, 
whoever put the fewest loonies in 
the jar gets to direct how the money 
is spent – hopefully on a community 
engagement project.

Myself, i love to blame the french 
– i blame them for fresh-baked 
croissants, magnificent bread, great 
wines… •

On July 9th our community will see a preview of  
a report to Council that will make recommendations 
about the fate of our commercial districts on Barton 
Street and on Kenilworth Avenue. It is important 
that each of us attend, to inform ourselves about 
the impacts of these recommendations and provide 
feedback to the City’s consultants. The future of our 
community will be decided by our participation.

Barton Kenilworth Commercial Corridor Study

Public Consultation
Wednesday July 9, 2014

7-9pm
Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 58, 1180 Barton Street East

(at Agnes Street, across from the Centre on Barton)
All Welcome

the Process to DAte
november 2013 – focus groups:  
8-10 residents, 2 business owners

december 2013 – public consultation, 
unveiling of idea to allow residential at 
street level; approx. 100 attendees for  
this and two other studies

March 2014 – public presentation, 
highlights of recommendations, 
including zoning change to allow  
for residential at street level; approx.  
150 attendees

May 2014 – meeting with 
Neighbourhood Action Teams to discuss 
zoning issue of commercial/retail vs 
residential at street level; 2-3 reps from 
3 neighbourhoods, City Staff, SPRC, 
consultants, sub-consultant

July 9, 2014 – public consultation, 
preview of draft report to Council

September 4, 2014 (to be confirmed)  
– presentation of report and citizen 
delegates to Council

Blame & 
Disengagement
by rebeccA Doll
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ORGANIC CYCLE  
OF MARkET 
DEVELOPMENT
We see it all the time in cities; a little 
neighbourhood that turned into 
a hotspot seemingly overnight. In 
business and real estate that overnight 
feeling usually takes about 20 years to 
achieve. Just ask the BIA on Ottawa 
St. or the merchants on James North. 
There is a naturally occurring cycle 
of intensification that occurs in the 
development of a commercial market 
that goes like this:

We start with an area without a lot 
of money to spend. In business terms 
it is called the absence of a market, or 
no foot traffic. For that reason, the 
shops are inexpensive to rent or buy. 
For the same reason, no foot traffic, 
the big chains aren’t going to move in 
at any price, because they go where the 
markets are, where the profits are. Not 
so for the mom-and-pop shops, the 
entrepreneurs, the immigrants and the 
artists. They go where the price is right. 
They are building a dream, a lifestyle, 
with a long-term vision that will take a 
lifetime to achieve. They get involved 
and help build the market. They build 
community. After a lifetime their only 
asset is often the business they have built 
and the goodwill that has grown with it.

ExAMPLES FROM 
MONTREAL  
AND TORONTO
In Toronto we saw this in the 80s. The 
population was growing, not only from 
immigration, and migration from rural 
areas, but also a massive exodus from 

Montreal, many of whom moved their 
head offices or entire companies, lock, 
stock and barrel to Toronto. Areas 
like Bloor West Village were charming 
neighbourhood destinations with 
clusters of shops serving the Polish 
and Lithuanian communities, a few 
lifestyle shops like fitness and fashion, 
and numerous medical centres. More 
and more people shopped there and in 
the 90s the chain stores measured the 
foot traffic and started moving in. The 
liquor law changed allowing licensed 
establishments on the north side of 
Bloor St. prompting a large jump in rent 
and a new surge of chain restaurants. 
Some places, like Roncesvalles, or 
kensington Market have managed to 
retain a blend of grass-roots shops, 
destinations, and chain stores creating a 
vibrant hub for a community.

In Montreal, the population 
dropped so greatly that by 1988 they 
had closed 17 fire halls due to lack 
of tax revenue. The government was 
decades behind on road repairs when 
the overpasses started collapsing in the 
early 2000s. You can imagine the state 

of commerce: “A Vendre”, “A Louer”. 
It wasn’t until the end of the 90s that 
things started to turn around. Unlike 
Toronto, which hadn’t collapsed but 
just kept growing, in Montreal, the 
population collapse created a market 
collapse which created a whole lot of 
opportunities. The population at the 
time had mainly ordinary jobs and 
manageable debt (if any) and were 
working to live, spending free time 
skiing or sunning in the south. Houses 
in Montreal are typically attached in 
rows, (even the fancy ones) with one 
residence per floor. It is a Parisian 
model and well suited to intensification 
and working to live (unlike living to 
work while remaining house-poor). 
One thing that changed during this 
time is that people with a cultural 
history of renting began to buy the 
triplex or duplex that they were living 
in, and renting out the other two floors 
themselves. This slowly created the 
emergence of a middle-class, who was 
now invested in the status quo and less 
willing to support de-stabilizing political 
ambitions and more able to support 
their local businesses. The effects of 
that middle class investment in stability 
can be seen in the steadily decreasing 
interest in separatism and a steadily 
improving economy, mainly through 
small businesses. The Provincial 
Government played a strong role in the 
economy with massive investments in 
one if its largest exports, culture, which 
helped to boost the tourism industry 
in turn supporting business. All of this 
happened because each sector played its 
part in its time.

WHAT ABOUT  
BARTON SREET?
The revitalizations that occurred 
in Toronto and Montreal are two 
examples of development processes that 
happened organically with multiple 
forces and actors. Like Montreal, 

Hamilton suffered a collapse, but 
whereas in the Montreal case it was an 
absence of people, in Hamilton it is 
the absence of jobs. It seems like the 
only way government knows how to 
create jobs is through construction and 
incentives to big business (which studies 
are showing to be less beneficial than 
we think).

A sizeable chunk of people in 
Montreal, Toronto and Hamilton are 
employed by small business. Here in 
Hamilton we’ve seen the beginnings of 
revitalization on Locke Street, on James 
St. North and on Ottawa Street. We 
forget that James St. North was boarded 
up in 2007. Now almost every shop is 
filled and the monthly Art Crawl draws 
people from as far as Toronto and St 
Catherines. On Ottawa, which has long 
been a destination, it is finding new 
stability with antique shops migrating 
in from Toronto, driven from their 
long-time homes on Queen St. West by 
rising prices.

Here in Hamilton, we are 
surrounded by a very sophisticated 
investment market; people who buy 
properties at $50k and hope to sit on 
them till they are worth $500. Often 
they don’t want to open a business, 
they don’t even want to rent it out, 
especially when they can take advantage 
of a tax incentive for vacant properties, 
reducing their realty tax bill by up to 
60%. The problem with this approach, 
besides having 60% less tax revenue 
to maintain roads and upgrade sewers, 
is that there aren’t enough small 
businesses in the remaining shops to 
build the community and develop the 
market, the very thing that anchors a 
community. Business thrives in clusters, 
not in isolation.

In 2007 on Barton, buildings 
were $59,000 and $99,000. Over a 
few short years most of the buildings 
changed hands and were relisted at 
$250,000 or $360,000 without any 

In Defense of  
Retail-Commercial 
 On Barton  
Sreet
 by rebeccA Doll

cell:  289-275-5482

 email: info@matthewgreen.ca 
 web: matthewgreen.ca 
 twitter: @mgreen2014
 f-book: /MatthewGreenWard3

ELECT



July – August, 2014

11

visible improvements to the building 
or the market. Many of them are still 
vacant and most of the vacant ones are 
owned by numbered companies, not 
Bob next door. So we are at a stalemate 
on Barton. The mom-and-pops, 
entrepreneurs, artists, and immigrants 
can’t make a go of it at $360,000, 
the national brands aren’t moving in 
without a market, and the investors 
won’t sell, rent, or open a business until 
they can do so at their price.

IMPACT ON BUILT 
HERITAGE, CULTURAL 
LANDSCAPE AND  
HUMAN SCALE
The stretch of Barton from Victoria to 
Lotteridge is made up mainly of small 
buildings built individually starting 
downtown and spreading eastward 
for more than 150 years. A close look 
reveals some significant architectural 
and historical gems. Collectively, they 
create a cultural landscape that is on 
a human scale and makes it a very 
appealing street for pedestrians.

This stretch is 2.5 km long. Advisors 
tell us that people only walk 500 
meters, and therefore we have too many 
shops on Barton. When we look at 
Queen St West in Toronto, a stretch of 
4.5 km from Spadina to Roncesvalles, 
a stretch that has the same cultural 
landscape as Barton; miles of small 
shops punctuated by the odd church, 
park or institutional building, a stretch 
that was not always bustling, we are told 
that we cannot compare our Barton 
St. to Queen St. West as the latter is a 
“regional corridor”, meaning people 
come from all over to Queen St. W. 
We are told that at best, Barton is a 
“neighbourhood corridor”, one that 
serves only the local neighbourhood, 
and we are given to believe that even 
when Barton is chock full of businesses, 
no one who doesn’t live here will ever 
come here. I expect they said the same 
thing about Queen West in Parkdale 
until time proved otherwise.

We don’t build this kind of 
landscape anymore. We build plazas, 
big box stores, malls; a business model 
that targets chains and national brands. 
It means that businesses will always be 
tenants and does not allow a business 
owner to invest and build equity over 
a lifetime. If we change the zoning 
to remove the “retail/commercial 
required” and make it harder for a 
business to survive, we’ll be protecting 

minimum wage jobs in big box 
stores and creating obstacles for self-
employment, entrepreneurs, and small 
independent business.

WHY “OVERSUPPLY”  
IS A FAULTY  
CONCLUSION
Anecdotal evidence in a report going 
to Council says that too many shops 
are vacant, therefore there must be 
too many shops. It is based on the 
premise that a population can only 
sustain a certain volume of commerce. 

“Oversupply” as a conclusion doesn’t 
take into account the landscape 
within which small business is trying 
to flourish. On top of the inflated 
prices of investors who, for the 
most part, have not improved their 
properties, many of our neighbours 
have experienced failure with trying 
to secure mortgages for commercial 
space on Barton, whereas mortgages for 
residential are readily available.

So we have a landscape where 
prices are artificially inflated and do 
not reflect the existing market (as in 
foot traffic), compounded by a lack of 
financing available for small business 

to purchase commercial properties, 
and a plethora of financing to build 
residential (and this means condos, 
because banks find apartments too 
risky). It is in this setting that we find 
the suggestion to (through zoning) 
make it easier to put residential on 
Barton, thereby isolating the existing 
businesses and making it even harder 
for them to flourish and for new ones 
to buy in. This feels like the opposite of 
a plan for a commercial corridor.

The notion of gentrification is so 
abhorrent in part because the premise 

is to just get rid of 
everything that isn’t 
the same, creating a 
mono-culture that we 
can find in every city 
in North America. 
Teams of residents are 
working with a vision 
of “Revitalization 
with Stewardship and 
Inclusivity”; trying to 
find a way to include 
the lawn-mower repair 

shop alongside the heritage restoration 
business. It is this kind of diversity 
that keeps us all thriving and resists 
the increasing income divide that we 
see across the country. It is this kind of 
flavour that makes us want to live here 
and others want to visit.

This is not about good vs bad, 
but it is a clash of cultures, a turning 
point between out-dated models 
that just get rid of everything that is 
different, versus a population that 
increasingly sees the value of its small-
business hubs and shops; a population 
that values walkable and bikeable 
neighbourhoods, and is willing to 

work together to realize it; and a 
population that values inclusivity and 
diversity, the two main ingredients that 
give our community its vitality.

IMPACT ON COMMUNITY;  
EAST-WEST PULL,  
NORTH SOUTH DIVIDE
Imagine the day when Barton is a 
thriving commercial strip, dare we say, 
a regional corridor. When that day 
comes it will serve as a tremendous 
social bridge connecting the north and 
south ends of our community, unlike 
now when we mainly go east or west 
for things and services we need. While 
our present model doesn’t adequately 
encourage or support small business, 
we can and should take steps to change 
that: We can work together to voice 
our vision of a thriving commercial 
sector on Barton; We can assert that we 
want to retain the commercial/retail 
requirement for street level on Barton 
between Victoria and Lottridge. We can 
attend the July 9th public consultation 
and be clear that improvements to 
infrastructure are welcome, hindrances 
to business are not; We can make 
delegations to Council on September 
4th to say the same; We can end the 
tax incentive for vacant properties; 
We can develop incentive programs 
that are similar to but different from 
what exists; We can get involved and 
work with the teams of folks who are 
coordinating the effort.

Barton really is the last frontier of 
commercial space in Hamilton and 
should be given its chance to flourish. 
It won’t happen overnight, but when 
we’re there, it’ll feel like we got there 
overnight. •

This is...a turning point 
between out-dated models 
that just get rid of everything 
that is different, versus a 
population that increasingly 
sees the value of its small-
business hubs and shops



July – August, 2014

12

I’d like to share the story of a hard 
working homeowner I met recently. A 
single mother, she was determined to 
save up to purchase a home in which to 
raise her family. Despite the purchase 
price being relatively low by real estate 
standards, she found it a struggle to 
keep up with the climbing costs of 
hydro, taxes and property maintenance. 
While these costs soar, her wages stay 
the same, and she finds herself working 
even longer hours just to scrape by.

 She was able to manage until the 
wear on her roof forced her to have 
it replaced. She found the lowest 
possible quote she could afford, and 
the work began. Then the contractor 
disappeared from the job site, stealing 
all the materials she had purchased to 
repair the hole over her son’s bedroom. 
Without extra cash or access to credit, 
she’s struggling to figure out how to 
complete the roof without losing her 
home due to her financial situation. 
Despite doing everything she can to 
provide for her family, they are now left 
living with a tarp over their heads. 

 She could be any one of us. Many 
of us teeter on the brink, one missed 
mortgage payment or major property 
emergency away from a similar 
situation. Unfortunately, this type 
of scenario could very easily be the 
beginning of what is commonly referred 
to as the “housing and homelessness 
continuum,” which shows that even 
homeowners could be only a few steps 
away from absolute homelessness. 

 But that doesn’t have to happen.
 When we united to co-create 

our Neighbourhood Action Plan, 
we committed ourselves to “working 
together to decrease barriers and 
increase opportunities that enhance 
the quality of life for people living 

and working in the Sherman 
neighbourhood.” This bold mission 
statement set the foundation for a 
series of action items, including the 
very specific goals to “advocate for all 
neighbourhoods to have access to safe, 
affordable and dignified housing” (Goal 
D), and to “help neighbours organize 
and problem-solve around issues that 
concern them” (Action Item D 5.1).

 We have resources to help us 
reach these goals. There are policies in 
place through our City of Hamilton’s 
“Hamilton Housing and Homelessness 
Action Plan” (HHH Action Plan) that 
tie in with the work we are committed 
to at our neighbourhood level. You can 
read about this plan at bit.ly/1iPJZDB 
and watch a short video about it at bit.
ly/TarSlx.

 The HHH Action Plan aims to 
“see people live in housing that is 
good quality, safe and suitable for their 
needs” (Outcome 4.1). In order to get 
there, the program uses existing funding 
from the Investment in Affordable 
Housing (IAH) program, and 
explores new funding for low-income 
homeowners to rehabilitate their homes 
with $20,000 grants and/or forgivable 
loans. 

 This funding can help our 
neighbours access safe, affordable 
and dignified housing. It can stop 
the progression from homeowner to 
homelessness.

 Over the next few months, we will 
be coming together as neighbours to 
discuss how we can organize at the 
Sherman Hub neighbourhood level. 
We would love for you to join the 
conversation on how we can unpack this 
Hamilton Housing and Homelessness 
Action Plan and help deliver it to our 
most vulnerable neighbours. • 

WhaT 
makeS a 
houSe 
a home? 
 by mAttheW green

a s s e T- B a s e d  c o M M u n i T y  d e v e l o p M e n T

Be A Positive Influence  
On Your Community.

Attend the next monthly Sherman Hub Planning Team meeting

July 7th, 7pm
at 541 Eatery & Exchange, 541 Barton Street East
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Colon cancer is cancer of the colon or rectum. It is the 
second leading cause of cancer deaths in Ontario for 
both men and women.

Screening for colon cancer is done using a FOBT, this stands 
for Fecal Occult Blood Test.

This test:

 Is free
 Is available from your doctor, walk in clinic, or “Screen for Life 

Coach”
 Is a take-home test
 Looks for blood in your poo/stool. 
 Is for men and women aged 50 years and over.
 Should be done every two years.

Contact Susan if you would like to chat about any of the 
cancer screening tests:

(905) 546-2424 x1108    neudorf@mcmaster.ca

Colon Cancer Screening 

O
n May 10th, 
2014, 270 
Sherman hosted 
“Art Battle 
Day”. From 
Vancouver to 
Charlottetown, 

Yellowknife to Toronto, over 15 
communities across Canada were 
chosen by the official Art Battle 
organizers to host their signature live 
painting competition.

270 Sherman was selected to host 
the Hamilton Art Battle Day event 
to showcase twelve local artists going 
head to head in the competition across 
three rounds. The evening was an 
exhibition of amazing artistry from 
a mix of training backgrounds and 
painting styles. Impressively, as the 
audience walked around the artists 
in a “slow-tornado”, they had only 20 
minutes to create their art from start 
to finish!

The artists that participated in the 
event included: 
Round 1:
• Susan Ewert
• Samantha Coppolino
• Anthony Hayley
• Stephanie Sikma
• Patrick Carson
• Laura Lane
Round 2
• Caillin Kowalczyk
• Anna Sabrina
• Barb TenEycke
• John Stirling
• Janice Ykema
• Julie Richards

It was an evening filled with high 
energy and suspense. The audience 
agreed the works of art were 
remarkable, as noticed in the many 
tweets and posts on Social Media, and 
the bids from the Silent Auction. In 
fact, one of the audience members 
took home a piece of artwork for 
$230.00 that night! Sales were 
generated from tickets, bar sales, local 
sponsorship and auction bids. The 
profits were donated to The Hamilton 
Arts Council as 270 Sherman’s 
charitable partner to continue the 
support of art initiatives in Hamilton. 

The competition was fierce, with 
round winners being determined by 
audience vote. In the end, the winner 
of Art Battle Day Hamilton at 270 
Sherman was determined and titled 
to Anthony Haley. As the winner, 
Anthony will represent Hamilton 
in the Regional competition in 
Mississauga on June 17th. There, 
Anthony will compete among other 
artists for a chance to paint at the Art 
Battle 2014 National Championship 

held at Mattamy Athletic Centre at the 
Gardens in Toronto.

270 Sherman gives a very 
honourable mention to Earls Court 
Gallery, located on Ottawa Street, 
for sponsoring the paint and canvas 
supplies the artists used to complete 
their works. A thank you also goes to 
Detour Coffee Roasters for serving 
coffee and tea to guests, DJ Devon 

Craig for spinning tunes into the late 
night, Smokestack Studio for providing 
graphic art design help, and Brian 
Reilly Photography for capturing the 
special moments at the event. • 

Visit www.facebook.com/270sherman 
and www.270sherman.ca/blog/ for photo 
coverage of the events of Art Battle Day at 
270 Sherman.

Art Battle Day  
at 270 Sherman 
by kAthy Woo
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why city hall MatterS
City government is the most accessible 
level of government, and City Council 
makes decisions that most affect our 
daily lives – from garbage collection to 
bus service to policing to the provision 
of electricity, water, sewers, roads, 
parks, recreation centres and many 
social services. Virtually all land use 
decisions are made by City Council, 

including permission to build new 
houses, malls and big box stores. The 
City also employs over 6000 staff.

Hamilton collects half a billion 
dollars in taxes each year. These come 
from everyone who lives in Hamilton. 
Homeowners, business owners and 
others who own land in Hamilton 
pay property taxes directly to the City. 
People who rent also pay property 

taxes, but through their landlord. 
About 20% of the average rent goes to 
pay city taxes.

how city hall workS
Hamilton has 15 city councillors plus 
the mayor. City Council meets twice 
per month, normally on the evening 
of the second and fourth Wednesdays. 
There are six standing committees of 
Council as well as numerous smaller 
special purpose committees, some of 
which have citizen members.

The standing committees each 
meet twice per month. Most standing 
committees are composed of six to 
nine councillors each. Two include 
all members - the General Issues 
Committee and the Board of Health. 
In these committees is where most of 
the real decision-making and almost all 
of the debate takes place. They make 
recommendations to Council, which 
makes the final decision. There is 
usually little debate at the full Council 
meetings. Smaller special-purpose 
committees usually report to one of 
the standing committees. Meeting 
times are posted on the City’s website 
(www.hamilton.ca). A list of all the city 
committees and their council members 
can be found there.

The agendas for each standing 
committee, as well as for Council, are 
required to be posted on the City’s 
website at least three days prior to 
the meetings. The agendas include 

detailed reports from City staff,  
and these reports are a good source of 
information about what is taking place 
in the City. You can read  
these agendas and reports on the 
City’s website. All but the latest 
meetings should also have minutes 
posted as well.

The two decision-making bodies 
that include all councillors – the 
General Issues Committee and 
the Board of Health - usually meet 
monthly. Their schedules and agendas 
are posted in the same city website 
locations as those of the other 
standing committees. •

CATCH (Citizens at City Hall) is a 
volunteer community group that encourages 
civic participation in Hamilton. CATCH 
members attend and report on meetings of 
city councillors and other City committees, 
and carry out related research and 
activities. CATCH provides a monthly 
summary of votes at committee and council 
meetings. All information and  CATCH 
articles can be found on their website: 
www.hamiltoncatch.org

CATCH issues regular news updates 
to their email list using recordings and 
transcripts of meetings, staff reports and/
or other public documents to highlight 
information about Hamilton civic affairs 
that is not generally available in the mass 
media. To join the email list and receive 
free CATCH news updates, send an email 
to: info@hamiltoncatch.org.

gettIng reADy for the  
munIcIPAl electIon: 

hoW cIty hAll Works
rePrInteD content from the cAtch (cItIzens At cIty hAll) WebsIte: hAmIltoncAtch.org
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O
ne of the most 
exciting things in 
music is having 
the chance to go 
into a recording 
studio and track 
a new song. The 

whole process of recording is both 
fun and challenging because, unlike 
a live situation, everything has to be 
played perfectly because it’s going to 
be captured on a CD. Years ago, I was 
working in a studio in London and 
complaining to the producer about 
how difficult it is to play guitar to a 
click track. He said “A recorded song 
is like a picture on the wall. When 
it is frozen in time, it is hung there 
for everyone to see and analyze and 
critique, so it has to be perfect! Live 
music is all about the energy and 
engaging with your audience. Even 
though mistakes happen all the time, 
you don’t focus on it because that 
second passes so quickly.”

When I first started into music full 
time, I recorded my first EP (Extended 
Play, i.e. longer than a demo but not 
as long as a full length) in St. Thomas, 
Ontario. Last summer, I recorded 
an album at Walkdown Sound in 
Brooklin, ON. When it comes to the 
recording process, it really matters 
who produces your sound, and at this 
point I am trying to get the best sound 
quality I can afford.  

Recently I came across a friend’s 
new demo and the sound on it was 
amazing! Then I found out that 
the studio that produced this really 
great sound happens to be located 
right across from Gage Park. I realize 
there are lots of amazing studios in 
Hamilton, including Catherine North 
and Grant Ave., but those are a little 
out of my price range at this point.

Sheepdog Studios is owned by 
producer Glen Watkinson, and is 
literally a ten minute walk from my 

house. There is something amazing and 
organic about walking across one of 
my favorite parks with my guitar, into 
a studio where I get lost in creativity 
for a few hours, then walking home 
and being with my family ten minutes 
later. I love the idea of keeping it local 
when it comes to most things. When 
it comes to recording music, if I can 
capture a sound I am really happy with 
while recording locally and supporting 
a local business that is trying to be 
successful, I see it as a big win for 
our community. I want to take this 
one step further, where not only the 
recording is done locally, but where the 
lyrics that I’m writing are coming from 
my experiences as a local Hamilton 
musician. I love our city! I write about 
it, and I’m raising my family here. •

 keeping It  
 Local 
Writing, recording, and  
producing music  
in the neighbourhood.
 by DArIn mArtIn

 MuSical Journey

making music ten 
minutes from home:  
a local recording  
studio keeps it all in  
the neighbourhood.

Come to the
Gala sherman community BBQ

August 24, 1-4pm
Powell Park on birch Avenue
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canada day celebration  
& fireworks
July 1 (rain date: July 2); 6–11pm
bayfront and Pier 4 Parks

• enjoy some of ontario’s finest food 
trucks serving up southern bbQ, greek 
specialties, vegetarian cuisine, poutine, 
grilled cheese, tacos, hot dogs and ice 
cream. local entertainers will perform 
throughout the parks and include face 
painters, balloonists and more! the 
fireworks display will start at 10pm and 
will be launched from the north-west 
point of bayfront Park. complimentary 
hsr shuttle bus starting at 6pm from 
John street (just north of king street)  
to Pier 4 Park.
Info: 905-546-2666;
hamilton.ca/cultureandrecreation/
communityspecialevents/

Jimmy Thompson pool
June 30 - August 30
1099 king street east, hamilton

• PublIc sWImmIng scheDule 
Waterfit: monday, Wednesday, friday, 
10:45am–11:30am.
adult SWim: monday, 11:30am–
12:30pm; tuesday, Wednesday, 
thursday, 11:30am–12:30pm and 8–9pm; 
friday, 11:30am–12:30pm; saturday, 
12–1pm.
Public SWim: monday, 1–3:30pm 
(free); tuesday, Wednesday, 1–3:30pm 
and 6:30–8pm; thursday, 1–3:30pm 
(free) and 6:30–8pm; friday, 1–3:30pm; 
saturday, 1–3pm.
Info: (905) 546-4768;  
hamilton.ca/cultureandrecreation/
recreation/centresPoolsArenas/
Jimmythompson/Publicswim.htm 

Golden horseshoe live 
steamer days
July 6, July 27, August 17 
11am–4pm
hamilton museum of steam  
& technology
900 Woodward Avenue, hamilton

• catch a ride on miniature trains and 
witness the social and mechanical life 
of canada’s early industrial revolution 
during a free guided tour of the 
museum. for all ages.
Info: ghls.ca; (905) 546-2424 ext. 4797

sherman hub community 
planning Team Meeting
July 7, 7pm
541 – eatery and exchange
541 barton street east
(www.facebook.com/fivefortyone)

• All are welcome to attend these 
monthly meetings where we  
discuss issues and activities in the 
sherman hub. 
Info: David Derbyshire, dderbyshire@
sprc.hamilton.on.ca;
southshermanhub.wordpress.com

inside, outside and  
upside down
July 8 – sePtember 21, 12-4pm
hamilton museum of steam  
& technology
900 Woodward Avenue, hamilton

• In partnership with the hamilton 
children’s museum, this exhibit explores 
the fun of climbing, constructing 
and creating. the exhibit features a 

rock climbing wall, construction of 
a tube maze to discover mass, force 
and motion, and the quirky creation 
station for creating with paints, paper 
and other media. this exhibit will also 
feature a tot spot with the ball and 
pillow pit, mirrors and mobiles, and a 
light table. regular museum admission 
rates apply to this exhibit.
Info: childrensmuseum@hamilton.ca; 
(905) 546-4848

Barton kenilworth  
commercial corridor study 
public consultation
July 9, 7–9pm
royal canadian legion, branch 58, 1180 
barton street east
(at Agnes street, across from the centre 
on barton)
All Welcome

spokes @ hamilton’s World 
Music festival
July 11, 4pm-12am; July 12 & 13,  
11am-12am
gage Park

• meet the spokes and learn what we’re 
all about.
Info: southshermanspokes@gmail.com; 
(905) 929-9816 (Patty clydesdale) 

hamilton fringe festival
July 17 – 27
various venues in Downtown hamilton

• Accessible, playful, and engaging the 
hamilton fringe festival, celebrating 
its eleventh anniversary, is an action-
packed performance event that 
takes place over 11 days each July in 
downtown hamilton. With more than 40 
companies offering up musicals, dance, 
comedies, magic shows, dramas, and 
family entertainment in more than 300 
performances, there truly is something 
for everyone! no ticket is more than $10!
Info: hamiltonfringe.ca/

The real Meatballs 
by Debra hale 
July 19 (2pm & 7pm), 20 (4pm),  
21 (7pm) and July 26 (4pm & 9pm),  
27 (4pm)
the Players guild theatre,  
80 Queen street south, hamilton

• Part of the hamilton fringe festival, 
in this zany farce, a manager chases a 
reality show dream after his ‘star’ client, 
sophia the saucy sicilian, has become  
a youtube sensation, as much for her 
fiery personality as for her contest-
winning meatballs. 
Info: hi-dtheatre.com
tIckets: $10, hamiltonfringe.ca

spokes Monthly Wine & cheese 
July 31 (and every last thursday of the 
month), 7-9pm
location t.b.A (in the sherman hub)

• the spokes take turns hosting a 
monthly social. Join the fun; join the 
spokes!
Info: southshermanspokes@gmail.com; 
(905) 929-9816 (Patty clydesdale)

harrrp Garden party
August 21, 6–9pm
christ church cathedral
252 James st. north

• tickets will be available in may and 
can be purchased from hArrrP’s board 
of Directors, christ church cathedral, 

(905) 527-1316, and st. Peter’s hArrrP, 
(905) 544-0050. ticket cost: $50.
Info: harrrp.ca

Gala sherman  
community BBQ
August 24, 1-4pm
Powell Park on birch Avenue

• A collaboration between the gibson 
landsdale neighbourhood (gAlA) 
and the sherman hub with all the same 
great features as last year: music, prizes, 
free food, facepainting, and more.

Wiggle Waggle Walk & splash
sePtember 7, 10am–3pm 
Wild Waterworks and confederation 
Park, van Wagers Drive, hamilton

• We are looking for participants as well 
as sponsors and vendors. 
Info: hamilton-burlington sPce,
hbspca.com; or sylvie maclean, events 
coordinator, at smaclean@hbspca.com / 
(905) 574-7722 ext 427

cat adoption drive
ongoIng

• the kit kat club of hamilton has many 
cute cats available now for adoption. 
they are all spayed or neutered and 
need a good home. 
Info: www.kitcatclubofhamilton.ca;
kitcatclubhamilton@hotmail.com;
(905) 543-8092

arTBus
fIrst & thIrD frIDAy of each  
month, 6:30pm 
the Pearl company theatre, gallery and 
Arts centre
16 steven street, hamilton

• the Artbus refueled! checkout 
hamilton’s constantly evolving art scene 
via this long-running and unique gallery 
tour. cost is $15, $10 for students/
artists/seniors. reserve your seat 
today! group rates are available, check 
thepearlcompany.ca
Info: (905) 524-0606 (barbara); 
hamiltonArtbus@gmail.com

ontario early years centre
monDAy – thursDAy 9am – 3:30pm; 
frIDAy 9am–12pm. 
sanford neighbourhood site,
735 king street east, floor 1A, hamilton 
(enter through the back door directly 
into program space)

• A free play opportunity for parents/
caregivers to bring their children to 
interact with other families. 
Info: (905) 525-5855

ottawa street farmers Market
sAturDAys 7am–3pm (all year)
204 ottawa st. north, hamilton

• take a look at what’s local  
this season!
Info: (905) 297-5250; 
ottawastreetfarmers.com;  
info@ottawastreetfarmers.com 

haMilTon puBlic 
liBrary evenTs
bArton brAnch
571 barton st. east
Info: (905) 546-3450; askhpl@hpl.ca;  
hpl.ca

photography Workshop
July 3, 2pm

• learn some tips and tricks for taking 
great photographs. some cameras will 
be available, but bring your own device 
if you have one. Ages 10+, registration 
preferred.

Get ready for kindergarten
July 8, 10:30am (repeats every week 
until August 20)

• stories, activities, songs and crafts 
that will help prepare children who will 
be starting kindergarten in september. 
Ages 3–5.

soap Making
July 8, 2pm

• clean up with this “sudsational” soap-
making program by kerry turcotte.  
We’ll supply everything you need 
to make your own soap. Ages 8–12. 
registration required.

astronomy for kids
July 10, 2pm

• learn about stargazing from the 
hamilton Amateur Astronomers. Ages 
6–12. registration required.

half Moon yoga
July 17, 2pm

• bring a towel or mat and join us for 
an hour of yoga. Ages 6–12. registration 
required.

Barton’s Got Talent
August 12 & 21, 1pm

• have you got talent? Do you have 
what it takes to WoW our judges? 
compete in our second annual talent 
contest. Ages 8+. registration required.

let’s Talk science: candy dna
August 28, 2pm

• explore science in a fun way with 
mcmaster engineering students. explore 
the components that make up your 
genetic code, then construct a mode of 
a double stranded DnA out of sugary 
treats. Ages 8 +. registration required.

additional library programs, events,  
and activities can be found at the 
Barton Branch library website:  
hpl.ca/branches/barton-branch

note: We do our best to collect  
and present accurate event information. 
however from time to time, event  
details are subject to change without 
notice. Please contact the specified  
host to confirm in advance.

eVentS: there’s A lot goIng on!

We’re looking for an enthusiastic volunteer with a penchant for detail!
the sherman hub news needs an event listings editor... someone who can gather information about all the  

great happenings in our community, and produce a succinct yet comprehensive collection of upcoming events in 

and around the neighbourhood. If you’re that person, please contact us at shermanhubnews.events@gmail.com

Would you like to see your event 
information printed in the next issue  
of the Sherman Hub News? 
get the word out to over 10,000 people in the neighbourhood by  
emailing the details of your event to shermanhubnews.events@gmail.com 
by august 4th for inclusion in the September/october issue.


